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ARSTRACT

A longitudinal study conducted in six soutlAn states
dealt vitt four_ population_categaries_ipoor_youtt,_zuraJ_youtil,--black---
youth, and females) frequently :neglected in status aspiration,4 Cdreer
goal. and life plans research. The:tera-nlife plans" included --
educational and occupational aspirations as well as expectations cif_
age at marriage, number of children desired, and place of residence
444_

_v-

childhood, and high school factors. The sample (planned to yield-as
many blacki as whites and to restrict the study to subjects from,
areas marked by poverty and. high unemcloymentl consisted o 311

vmrily-trrei-reittre-SWW-ree-guettlarealii.71969,as fiftllor six
graders and again in 1975 (if they had not married or dropped out of
school) and the mothers of these girls. The following factore were
.f.cund....Ack-be-a.ssociated7-vith---Kage-at-martjegem7OxpeCtat±ons:--;tacer
lather Is-education: ptestige of mother's occupation; perception of
loving, punishing Or demanding mother,: Occupational counseling of
daughter by mdther: self-concept: Occupational and educational.
-asfirations-and-exptictationsr-ocCupational-Saliency:- and residential_
preferences. Pactors'associated with larger family size expectations
were: rural residence, bJack race, lower socioeconomic status, father .

unemployed; and lower prestige of desired and expeqted occupation.,
(AN)
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ntact_ F. Kenkel, Department of SocioTo .5-2

-University of.Kentucky, Lexington,Aentucky 4054

uen ne in

status - aspirations,. career goals, ,and life plans -researchthe poor of _h

,sexes, rural_ youth of both, races, females of both ra-cei_00 ft.!

plan'is conceptualized as including educational anckoCCupational aspirations,
age at marriage. expectations, cumber of- children expected,- and -desired 'place

of eesidence; EmphasiS is on_age at marriage and family _size expectations -.
Variables used to explain the differences In life plans' within, the SamOTiare
Aterl!(flas7fdliowstttlftfam!drirbactgrpandtlattcnrrsucfia _a

occupations; (2.1middle-chfidhood factors, including educational and occu
1Pational aspirations, girls' self-cOncepts and parenting behavior of the
mothers of- the girls, and (3) adblekceriCiract6r5;, -,. indlOding edUcational and
occupational aspirations, conception of the role of .women, and the saliency:-
of an-occupational role as part ol'ope't life Plans.

Data come from a- regional, longitudinal study conducted in six southern states
of the United States. The sample. was purposive, to yield about as many black5
and whites-and-to restrict the-study-of-those--from-areas marked-by poverty- ,

dd o uestionnaires while _in the
1, _h or sixth grade in 1969 and their mothers were alSo interviewed: -Data

were again gathered from the students in 1976 when they were, or were ex-
pected to be, juniors or seniors in high school. The data set for the

----inesent-&tudy-conM.sts.--of-over-300-gir4s-who were' iAterlieweALat _both time 7

periods. ,
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- In their careful review of the literature, Falk and Cosby note, that
I

status-attainment modeling orig-inated- for and-Airasappl led to-,_the _male -pooulta,..-

on recent y, ew-researc ers attempted -to apply the approach

to feMles or account
_ .

e into '' 'the :CirC tine6s:of-fle164 6- 7

e:' att

5-r-Vareer--- Isy7andAile:-_-p1anstresearripeo rfyrratir--, -rul.,T-1.--iroti = ----- -.7
- _"' _ -_=

. females, and,blacks. The present research is an attempt to correct these-de--
--- -. si',- a , v / ,, -W.! v s .ce. : ,-- .a. . r . s -* .4.7 ___.. ______. ____ ,,,,,---allera

ficiencies. Its major .thrust is on the extent to wh4 low-income black and---_

..._....whi te-rura i -9 i rl s-hipie-been-af fec ted:by-three-major-trends-in-Amei:ican-societY:---------

- Actually, four- population categbries have-been ne9leCted in7Stat6s

v

(1) _the' trend toward later mari-iagei2) the_trend toward smaller families-, and

(3) the trend for m6re womeruto see themselVes os enacting roles in the pro-

ductjve economy, on a lifetime' ;basis, and to prepare themselves for such -roles.

i.
LIfelAns 13 a betlatler conCePt thalLstatu!:74spiratipnsife_plans,_.as

, .

onal aspirations, ...age at
,

-
0-._ . ,.

Anarrlage-expectationt,---the-number:of-thildrea-desired,and-the-deSirtd-plAct-6
A., .

:residence.. While the roles of women have been changing, for he present it
. 3, -- -.

seemsdesirable to utilize the broad concept of, lifeplans. Parriage-and parent-

hood roles still have a greater impact on educational and occwpational rolei

for women than they -do for ..men

-The purpoSes of this apr are: to describe the e etical model that

I have used in my studies of life plans, (2) to dOport- me of the major finding,

s
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and 126, -a cooperive effort of the Agricultural Experiment'ran

study longitudinally- the -,up4t1 ()nal and 'educational_ 'goalS.'_-

.0. .04.-

_

income -youth._ The first phase was conducted in 9- and athtred
1

T-ini_thli"classrora- ifth-and-iixth graders-and from-their rs.' by in

view.. sec p ase was con
= _ .

be 'expected jutritirs rentorsJn high Scligtil ln each tate the prin-

cipal investigator, selected _schools- which served essentially de ssell-areaS

_ itarec- ter4ze,t161-fpftt-and---pover,ty:

selected, j3ermission was obtained to-adminikter questionnaires to entire fifth

and sixth grade classes;- Six years later, an attempt was made. to lo6ate_t4 lEk
_ -1

saille---stud ents-reOrdleSs-where,-or_if,..they_were-Attending_hightschool.. _

Completed questionnaires- f8r both 1969 and-1975 were obtained from 946

youth, about half of them girls. -.Somewhat fewer than half. ere_ black. All
,

the -whitegirls And'.60,%-of -the black girltwereclassified as rural the

.studiconsists of .311 females who Were _studied- in both_ years',r.:'
. .

who had not dropped out of schobl by 1975, and who were not already arried,

ancrthe--mothers-of these Students.-- Age-at marriage expectations -wecibtai_

only when the girls were juniors- or seniors in high.school_. Educational and ,

oc6upatiofial aspirations andthe-r aata 'weri pthiined-both'wheii-the respondents
TA.

were in g rade- school and in high school: consider:this an unusually rich- I

source of data, with information from the -girls at two periods. of time and

he gir mothers. I have attemPteeko Organize manalysesasjfo1lows.

4,
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reticxl,Mo

in =_Figure 1 at beginning of the

life -plans are background factors, characi

ties -=o# den ,- and -=pa rerr_`t l =i ca ion;--

acar,_iii_this =block bflba-kground. Characteristics_ _is__

e

nl abilit`
-The 4ec lock of fac.tors dea -enting, than i s

-
girl was tgeltig reared. '-The.Bronfenb

and Demanding_ items, wc adminis

-4-

ow they_ ere being reared/ T

aspiratrins-

with its Loving, Pupishing

get_ their perceptions jin

esponded:tio. questions 464 i =;the ir .

---- , _--,-.
1S-aind- hei----cir-nottthey tatte±yith ;their -daugilfers-7-_:

..4
,, ,, ,

abort the a ihter s educational and occuoational;goallothers_also_resimndeCI-__ ____- 2 --
. ,, .

r t r :

o ti)e- Kohn -.P rental Value Scale (Ifohn,!1969). This= Scale was desilned, to
_,

S-Ore-Charateer-aftc-Mathe_rs VaTuid- i-Ftli-e-fr -aiiTdF-dii-----Fa-Etbi-aillTYSTS--'--
- -.._ - -__,.--

-evealed that oneone't of items emphasized character building, with statements

*.

sel f-con rol and is- depeable. ,fir contains items that reflects

ration-that- tit:Fhave arr -personal tt Mothers

also responded in en agree-disagred.forma to seven items
LL.
value-orientation scale used by Rosen inia. study oT the values-o

from-an achievement

their .sins. -

The childhood.' The g=ird block of factors deals with.the

atiniddle ckildhaid, what she was Mee -as a fiftVor sixth g/ader. We

4
_

e a measure -of her self-concept her academic performance, and measures of ,

Frt

ers

upatiopal-and-educat-ional-aspir-ations-and-expect ons,--These

pecsonal ity, performance,, and aspirati9n factors can be,' viewed' as the out mesI

0 -the parenting the girl has received.
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1 mouth it high ciool T 1 1y12lock of factors conVsts of items

dealing with the youth at se nior high school age.; It n5

measures-of her age:at marriage pectatidns, family size-expectations, academic-.
.

performan g, edUcational and pccupation- aspirations, and residentia prefer-

ences.

The organizaCion of. paper his as follows: Va i6tioni- in the life p

of high school girls--the its -in the firlal beanalyze'd todis-. _., .. . .
s icover influences of items n the prior 2 3blocks that _background factors,

----.

sh parenting -behavior; and middle childhood factors'. The analyses concentrate, on

. i , .

age at marriag9.eipectations and family size expeotationS. &cuPational, educe4 .

; cational, and r-esi4ential pla.ns are largely used as'- explanatory variables.
4U

Age at-Marriage Expectations

Marriage-and its t min ha-Vg considjrable impact on-the life9lans and
p L

e chances. For women, youthful marriage has a number of costs. ,Vne-coSt

of. early marriage is its association with higher fertility which, sin:turn,

Exacerbates economic difficulties,,and ma3; not 'be in _the bet`-interest °if
.1

associated with 4 This association has been recogn'ized for years and still
.

p.revairs. For girls particJarly, youth-1741 marriageis an effective barrier

to `higher educan. This may involve three costs.. First, thert is the de-

.pr ation of die education itself, Second, there is the lowered probability.°
Ifinding -5atisfaction in -an occupational role; The third cost is an economic

one-, the lowered earnings crea.woman who was not able to prepare herself for

'a good-paying Jtiby view. of these coSts, one can agree with Elder and Rock-.

well's conclusion that "...early. ma

-11-976-Y.

ia-e identifies a life course of relative
.
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Backgre_um

/3-- A Beres 'cif background were ii n-iest gated for their rblationships.

-*-

Berridge expectations'. of high schoel girls. One of Aliede was race.

It way that white girls had a mean age at marriagelexpectktion of 20.6

',years, rural bla, tks '23.5 and urban blackS 23.4. An \of the white girls lived

-rural areas bufit-can be noted that among blacks tie residence factor was

noir related to marriage plans. Detailed analyms discove-rid four geoeral

ns_wh --thin-white--girlszto-deliyAnarnag

06e reason is -that they have higher educational-and occupational goals than

white girls aid these highe goals- are related to a delay:in write) timing.
1!

Anothep reason that the-black gir s'o-ome from larger and somewhat poorer
; a

families which means that there is .less likelihood of receiving paren I aid

for-a-youthful-marriage. Still p third reasani that-blaCkgii,lS'haVefeWer
,

opportUnities to Marry In that the ineh'whdthey Could marry do not want to

marry young , while a hi gh prworti on of to Moles expect. to do so. Final ly,

ck giris_seemless-interisted in marriage-itself-in- that they-are mit

e y o cons eing a housewi e only, they are more likely to see a

woman's role as including employment outside `the home, and they. are less

..W!.

likely to have talked with--parents, relatives, and tethers about marriage,
At

children, and working mothers.

ir
Turning to another-background factor, her's education. showed practi:

1

early no rellittionship with girl's expejtecrage at marriiqefor any of the.

3

three groups-of girls. For all three groups, howevrri-the higher the father'

education, the il_der ie girl expe'cted tot be 'at -marriage.

others were given an occupational ,scart of pne toNthree depending on
a

ey di. not work outside the home, worked partipe, or worked full-
..

time. For all tilnee groups of girls it was fund -that the higher the mother'

k Se-Ore, the older the girl's expected age a marriage. one.of the
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urban black' girl signif icant r latian ship was found between

the hrestige score of mother's occupation and girl's .age at marriage expecta- -

tions. That is, the higher the prestige of her irother'-t occupation: 1f= the

mother was.working outside the home, the. older the

marriage. There was no relationship between mothe

and girl's ,marriage plans among white" girls..

-the -sa

girl expected to be at

occupational prestige

they were in the fifth or sixth grade. Assuming nenta1, Idlity is

tively stable factor, it can be treated as a background factor. The liti

score was positively related to,,a numbe of variables in the study such

the'gcrl s educational aspirations and her mother's aspirations, for her. J

However, there was no reTatioiiship all between the Otis score and age

at marriage expectations fOr white girls or for rural black girls. .Urban

black girls showed a:modest but nonsignificant relationship withthe higher

the Otis score the older. the- girl expected to be-at time of Marriage-

arenting Behavior and Age at Marriage Expectations

A fundamental assumption in the social-psychology of childreaing is

that parenting behavior makes a difference. F4r goad or for ill, what we

do to cAildreo affects their perSonalitie The investigation of_the

effects of parenting during the middle childhood yearsson age at marriage

...expectations dealsboth_with the_girls.' perceptions of parenting as_weIl

as reports from their mothers.

Perceived parenting behavior. Perceived parenting behavior was mea-

sured

--,

by the girls responses to theAronfenbrenner Ptirent,Behavior Quas-
.

tionnaire (Devereaux, Bronfenbrenner, and Rodgers, 1969). Siegelman con-
..1.

ducted a factor analysis Of the scale items and concluded that"ther

three dimensioi labeled loving-_ unishin and demandi n

were

iegelman, 1965%
t.

163). _A factor analysis by Prodtor, the statistician on the present regional

10
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el man (1965 co-ntluded-that the loving ii< depict a parent who

readily available foe'co- sel support, and assistance.-7-Such a parent fuun 2

enjoys being with the child, praises the child, isjffectionate, concerned,

and has confidence in the child Reasoning that loving parenting should-

result in girls-feeling good about themselves, and thus about their paten-

dais, the hypothesis was phrased:. The more loving the perceived parenting,

f-Marriage.

Girls perceptions of having a loving - mother showed a modest Felatiwi

ship with later age at mrriage:but only for rural black girls. -.Basically,.

oweverOtiejOVing items di.cinothave_000d predictive_valUe,

Siegelman (1065)degcribes_FaCtbr II Punishment, of the Bronfenbrenner

Parent Behavior Questionnaire as follows. "'Punishment' shows the greatest

amount of consistency on the scale factor loadingl
-

This actor charact0--

izes a parent who often uses_Physical and nonphysical pUnishmentvith Tittle

concern-s-f-tr-the feelings and needs of his child, and frequently-far no-

appai-ent reason. .Although -rejectionlbr hostility-by the'-parent is not

expliCitly noted in the items, it is strongly suggested." One can assume

that- a giil who perceives she is being punished further perceives that she

s-tn need of. punishment. Thus. less punishing should result in a girl
,

feeling good about herself and her potentials. Accordingly, the study

-.hypothesis became:- The lower-the punishing score the older the girl will

4 be expected to be at time of marriage.

About half of the punishing items of the Bronfenbrenner scale showed

a modest correlation with e age at marriage for whitegi-1§,and

se in the right direction. While a number of punishing

=4±-:

itemsflgere in the right direction for both rural and urban black girls, all

taW_anL wocof the cormonsweilzl
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h demanding factor seems, f o contain a mixture of Items. iThey. could

reflect a strict kind of-parenting that shotild prepare a:girl for the world

outside the home or they oitijci reflect an overburdening kind of parenting
=

that would make a girl anxious to leave home. For. urban-black girls, the

more demanding the mother s -perceived to be the lower the girl's expected_

-age at marriage .= The demanding items did not work for rural black or white

Mothers' responses. Perceived parenting may not be the,same as what-the

mother actually doe. Since the mothers were also interviewed, we can deter=

mine whether or not. what the mothers said they expected o-their daughters

relatid to the girls age at marriage expectations. Mothers were asked how

-frequently they talked to their child about how far she-should go in school.

Talking a lot about school plans wa associated with yoUnger- age at marria

expectations for.urbanbllack girls .and white girls bUt.with older ages .for

rural-.61ack'girrs.-

Mothers also responded to a question which asked how far they would -

like their daughters to go in school. ThiS variable did not prove to be

mportant for white girls- or rural black girls. For urban black girls, the

_.younger_they_expected_to_marry....the_moreilkely...their. mothers_ reported. ,that

-thet-hoped the girl finished*college. Tifiktng to a 'daughter about the kind

of-job-she-might-hol dhwas-positively elated:to -age- at-marriage-eXpectations-
.

for both urban and rural black -girls. 'There wis no correlation among whites.

There was no relationship between prestige of occupation desired : by black

mothers for their daughters and their .daughter's expected age aCmarriage.

whites', the higher thi p.restie - -of the mothers, occupational' aspiration

For da4Oters, the older the girl expected to be at marriage.

As_ mrnticapd_earlier,_th

1
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moth Among whites enly,' mothers stress on the' development outgping

personality (traits was modestly associated with lower age'at marriage. .Basi-

however,, despite its theoretical importance the Kohn scale did not

'work well in explaining the d serent age at marriage expectations.of,low
# 6

income black or white'girls.

Mother also responded to seven items from the Rosen achievement value

'---

orientation scale. There Was
s

little support for the hypothesis that motheils
.

. .

who value'achieVement rear daughters who also value .achieveMent and who thus

are willing to postpone marriage.

Middle Childhood Factors and Age at-Marriage Expectations.,
=

The investigation of middle childhood factors rests on the-assumption -

that the goals and personalities of fifth and -sixth graders would be related

to__Liter_eNareccianc_af_their ticipated that as_early

as middle childhood ,some girls would have the attitude that they are the sort

of person who should plan an extended education and should aspire to an occu-

pational career. They woulcrhaye a good self concept. Such girls were,

expected to be willing or anxious to delay marriage. Meanwhile, it was

expected that other girls would have a different attitude set. They waald

have a lower self-concept and would have lower educational and occupational

goals. It was expected that such girls, at high school age, would expect to

marry at younger ages.

Self - concept. Now children perceive themselves should be related

what they do, and what they will attempt to d Lipsitt's self-concept

scale was used to test the hypothesis that the better the self- concept,

the older the girl would expect to be when she marries. The scale consists

of twenty-two descriptive words or phrases which the child checked according

to bow well she believed it described the way she feels about herself. Good

self-concept was found to be associated with later age at marriage only for
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rural blatk.gitls.

Occupational apii.ation;'. For black girls, there was practically, no

relationship between the presti-ge score of the occupation they named in

grade school- as the:one they really wanted and the expected age ate marriage

they gave at high school age.,,, Interestingly, for urban black girl's only,

the prestige of the job they expected to have,' as opposed to the one most

desired, Olowed a significant correlatimwith age at marriage'plans; the

higher the prey -tigeof expected occupation, the latr the expected age at

marriage. For white girls,'there was a negative, significant relationship

between. prestige of desired and age at marriage plans and there wa no associ-
S

ation between expected job and age at marriage ,Axpectations.

Educational aspirations.: For black girl, whether rural or urban, there

was no association between the yeArs of schooling desired or expected and

age At marriage expectatiOns. Among white girls, the greater the "esired-

number of years of schooling, the older th*e expected age at marriage (r

.25, significant beyond'.01 level). Similarly, the greater the expected

years of school,- the older the expected age at marriage (r . .32, significant

beyon --16e1).

Adolescent Factors'Related to Ag6 at Marriage Expectations

The parenting and middle childhood factors will be summarized at the

end of the section dealing with factors affecting age at marriage expectations.

The next task is to summarize the-analyses of the factors measured when the

respondents were juniors or seniors in high school.

Occupational Saliency

One concept used in this stage of the invdrgation was that of occupa-

tional saliency or how central a place working Outside the home had in the

lives of high school girls. Low occupational saliency iS conceptualized as

1 4
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aspiration for less prestigious jobs, lack of seriousness ccupa ional

plans, poor job knowledge, perception of unfavorable reward-cost b once in

an Gccupational role, and perception of favorable reward -cost balance in

a wife-homeMaker role.

One item dealing with the seriousness of the high school girls was a

question asking if they had everthoUght about the kind of job they might

have in the future. Thetolder the expected age at marriage, the more likely

they were to say that. they had thought a lot about it. Another measure of

seriousness was an item dealing with the persons to whom they had talked about.

a future Job._ For.white girls and urban black girls, none of the analyses

showed significant -or systematic differences between expedted age at marriage

by the various persons talk o about future jobs. For rural black girls,

both talking to an older sibling and-talking with some other relative 'were,

associated with younger age at marriage. Howeveri talking with an adult.'

friend or neighbor about a future job was associated with older age at-marriage.

One explanation for these frdings is that girls who are more serious about

an occupational career seek -formation outside their families while the

less serious consult with family members.

The only measure of occupational knowledge available was whether the girl

.

was able to state an educational requirement for the job she said she wanted

or whether, conversely, she replied "don't know." The older the girls expected

to beat marriage, the more likely they were to specify an educational require-

ment. This was true for white girls and for bothcategories of black girls.

The perceived rewards of an occupation were Aped by asking the girls

how important were each ofIseven features, such as making money and helping

others, an the job they desired. For white and urban black girls, the older

the expected age at marriage, the more likely they were to attA0 importance
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the thanCe for exciting and interesting work. For whi_e girl,s only, the

older they expected age at marriage, the more likely were they to attach i

portance to. the job reward of helping other people.

It was reasoned that among the costs of an 'occupational career is that

of overcoming barriers to get the 'occupation one wants. Among urban black

girls, the older the expected age at marriage, the less likely was not having

enough money for, college seen as a strong barrier -to occupational achieVement,

but,there was no association for rural black girls. Among black girls, the

older the'expected age at marriage, the more race was seen as an occupational

barrier. An expost-facto explanation,. not consistent with the, barrier. hypothesis,

is that since black girls who expect to marry young also aspire to lower-prestige

'occupations, their race, realistically, is not likelyitt interfere with their

1

job plans.. Co4istent with the barrier hypothesis, the later the age at expected

marriage, the less-likely were urban black girls to sea the necessity for
. ,

leaving faMily and friends as a barrier to getting a job thj wanted.

Among white girls, the older the expected age at marriage, the .less

likely not enough money for college was-perceived as a barrier to occupational'

achievement. White girls who expected to delay marriage were more likely to

sge insufficient job information and their sex as barriers to getting the job,

they wanted. This could be due to the fact that they aspired to higher level

jobs and it is realistic to be concerned -about their sex and lack of job

information.

Contrary to the barrier hypothesis, more black and white girls who

expected to delay marriage saw the lack of job opportunities in and around their

home communities as a strongbarrier to their occupational aspirations than

did girls who expected to marry young. It is kue that there are fewer oppor-

tunitigs in the small towns and rural areas for the higher level'jobs_to which

these girls who expect to delay marriage aspire. But this would only be a

barrier if they also perceived that they could not move geographically or if

16
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the desire to remain ,in -the home community was strong.

The opposite side"ofoccupational saliency is the perclOived reward in

the life-homemakerFonly role. Respondents were asked tosheckany of twenty

jobs on a list that they had recently been thinking -about for themselves.

Checking "housewife nlyu was significantly related to youthful marriage for

white girls and for both =rural and urb black girls.' Responses to a scale

measuring attitudes toward women working,outside the home showed a statistic-

ally significant relationship with age at marriage plans for white girls only,

that is, the more. accepting the position on married women working outside the

home the later the expected age At marriage,., Particularly for white_giTis,

Pie measures indicate suppor; for, the hypothesis that the greater the per-

ceived rewards in the homemaker role, the younger will be the. expected age

at marriage.

The tests of the various hypotheses, taken together, are seen as

supporting thegeneral 'hypothesis that the lower the saliency of an occupational

role in a girl's life plans, the younger will be the

Residential Preference
4

acted age at marriage.

Where a person wants to live as an adult is part of his or her life

plant. Two items on the questionnaire dealt with residential preference. It

Was found that twenty percent of the urban black girls who planned to delay

marriage wanted to live in their present community or very near it as .opposed

to e71 percent of those who wanted to marry in their teens. About 30 percent

of the rural black girls wanted to remain in their home community but there

was no association with age at marriage expectation. White girls felt very

strongly about remaining in their home communities, with 86 percent of those

planning to marry in their teens and 55 percent of those planning to postpone

marriage giving this response.
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A second residential item
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th size-of-place.preferences.. A

sizeable proportion oT both- rural black and white /irloI planning to delay

L-and-63-percent-respecttvely wanted_to-tiveln_the-courL

. / ,

0-'? or ina small town.. For white girls, the proportion giving this response

.was lower than. those for girls planning to marry at 'a youthful age. There
- . .

. 4
$

0
9 4

vas no relationship between size -of -place preferences and age. at.ma r age

expectations for urban black girls.

Educational- PlamS

Whileitire is a high correlation betwen ocdupational and educational

aspiratiodS, t.e independent effects of educational -p ns.on, age.a1 marriage

meCtatiods wei-6 investigated. For all three groups of girls; the higher

Y

the educa aspi tions at high School age, the laten the age at' marriage.

correlation' i nificant on for white girls

een age at marriage expectation's arkreducational expecta-The relationship

tions--how far in school they thinkthey really will6o--Oas about the----54

as that for aspirations; The was" no consistent relationship between academic

performance'in high school 6'0-age at marriage plans.

-Summary of Factors Affecting Age at Marriage Expectations

- Before turning to other aspects of the i Te plans ..of low-income ,girls;1

let me 'summarize the findingsWith regard to age at Marriage expectations.

The following backgrOund factors were found to be associated with age at

marriage expectStions:

Race - Black girls, older age at marriage expectations

Father's - education The 'higher tt)t 'father's education, the older the

girl expected to be at. marriage

Mother's work score - The higher the mother's work score (reflec ing

full, part-time or no work outside the home), the older thelifi'l expected

to be at marriage
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Prestige of mother's occupatIon' The higher_ the prestige of the.

mother's occupation, the oldgr the girl expected to be at marriage

(bothcategories of black girloplyi, _ ..
.

The followiflg middle childhood parenting behavior patterns were found

_ be associated with age at marriale expeFtations.

Perception_ lovjngmoth Modest.relationship_showing the more

he expected age at marriage (rural black4

0.

loving the moth the later

girls only

Perception fund hi

younger the expected a

Perceptlonofdemai;din-

,

mother - The more, punishing the mother, th9

at marriage (white giris,on1P

other - Tnt more demanding the mother, the

younger the expected age-at marriage (vban'eblackgirls pnly)

Mother'5 ocou-a onal counselin- Talking with daughter abou

possible future job, was associated with later
J

and black girfs only). The higher the pres g

AA

at,marriage (urban

Of mother's Occu tional

aspiration for daughters, the older the girl expected to be at marriage

(white girls only). '101a

The following features of the girls' personalities' and attitudes

middle-childhood were found to be associated. with' age at marriage expectations :'

Self-concept c,The better the self - concert, the later the age atimarrage

expectation (rural black gtr14 only)

glccuptilonal_a§Eirations_rand expectations - The higher the prestige

expected (but not desired) Occupatiori, the later the expected'age4t

marriage (urban black girls Only. The higher the prestige of desired

'occupationf the lower the expected age at marriage (white girls only)

Educational aspirations_ and expectations - The higher the educational

aspirations and expettations, the later thi expected age at marriage

(white girls only),

.4t
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At high hobl agg; the following fact_ were found to b assoce

e at marriage expectations:

= Deetipational--s-a-1+errer-----The-A occupa-ti-ona4---Isal-te cy; younge

the expettel age at marriage,
3

.

Residential preferences Deire to remain in home community aiS6ciated
r. , __,

yith'yocinger expected age at marriage (white and urban black girls only) -_

. ,

Edu tional aspirations. and x ectations - The-higher the educational . ,

- .

aspirations and expectatif ns, the older the expected agoat marriage

Faily Size Preferences''

Jr0ortant-aspect of her life plans,A girlq family size preferences

While the situation is-z-changing, child care falls dispropok onately on the

'mother as Opposed to the liather. Themore children a worm has, the less

time_sliebaslior--xursuit a t he rthanchn-4=c a r -e7j e 11il drenCats--ilter-fere;:i-i-th
,i,

her abtlity tolcontin e education beyond high school and` to pursue an occupy
. 4 0,..

tional career_ The re-children a.wohan Sys, fn.ie alder she 01 be when'

childbe4rifig and the care of-young children is coMPleted and,00nsequenti3fe

the more difficult it .will be to retrain for an occupational career.

the prpose of this sec'ion is to report our' findings.on backgro

middle childhood, and adolescent factors associated wit)) family Si2C ex-
% -

.pectatjons.

ackgrpund Factors and Family Size Expectations
fr

Race and rural -urban residqnce proved to be two i'Dportant background

_

ors associated with family size expeqtat ons. As SlOWn in Table 00, rura-1
.

white girls were the least likely to say that they expected to have no children

or one child followed by rurali.black girls and urban black girls in that order.

Fully 46 percent of the rural black girls expect d to have three or more

children, a considerably higher proportion naming this family size then-Of,

the other two categories of respondents.
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f
None

One

Two

Table 00. Family Size Preferencese ces of Low-intom& High School Girls

Three or

0

-4.

ural Black

8, 11:i-

7.0

-25 35'.2

4 A

Urban Black Rural White'

'11
18

17.2 22
2

12.5
8.8

7
a

10:9 11 5.3

27 42.2 91 5-1.Z

9 29.7 52 29.5

21_
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Another background factor investigated wps socioeconomic status. While

the respondents were all from low income families, it wad possible to divide

----'--71ffii7nTiihigher and lowar socioeconomic categories using the Hollingshead

technitlue. There was a tendency for girls in the higher of the tWelow

.incothe groups to have smaller family size expectations. This was true for

both urban and 'rural blacks bui particularly for Whites,,whe're it wts found

that tf` the girls who expected no children 41 percent werein the....4gher
.

. A

'group-as opposed o 27 per.ceneof those who expected three or more children.

gheke was a tendency also for the 'Orlsexpecting rrthildren or one child

to come from families wheA the'hu and-father-was, employed while -More o f h
/

girls expeeiing two'ior three or more children.cawfrom-familiesies where he

Was unemployed. 'Thus, even within a low income sample it appears that expeCted

\ / .-
.

is ize.varies nversely with socioeconomic -status.

-Parents.education, while pare .of socioeconomic status, could be expected

toAave more direct Influence%on girls' family size expectations, perhaps through

effeCtsJin s atus'aspiraiiens. Mothers education was positively related

_to their daug4ierLs_fathily_size_ekPeciaiions_forwtJte_girls_and_ blaok,

girls but inv rsely related for urban black girls: Father's education showed

no relationship for white-and urban black girls hit was positively related with
_

familys,ize expectations for rural black girls with a coefficient of correlation

of .17, significant at the .07 level.

Previous research has investigated the relationship between size of family

of orientation and one's expected family size. One general hypothesis is that

-experience with a certain division of labor; within the family and a certain number

of family roles leads one to view these things as normal and desirable which, in

turn, leadsone to repeat'the arrangement in his or her family of procreation.

In the present study, 'there was no relationship between the number of people in
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,
,

the household, and girls' expected family 'Size. *Similarly, there was no relation,

ship between size of nuclear family, whethen.or not they were all still living

ttregr1:5-67Oetted fa01y Aether whIte, rurarbriZ or
4

urban blaCk

Another family structure variable of theoretical importance is whether the

respondent was living tin a father-present Or in a mother-only househo'I'd. Almost

all of-the white girls were living in dmother-father household se' the tendency

forl this to be associatew lower family ;Or-expectations May not b'e'too

important. Among rural billa girls, lixin0 with both parents'was=asociated with

larger family -Size expectations and a similar, although much weaker, prevailed

for urban black ,gi

Whether or not a girl's mother is-employed outside the home could be expected'

havc kingmuther shoulds-erVEa3

a role model showing what can b done and,erhap§, what should be done. Among

white girls in the present study, more of the girls who expected to have. three

or more cbildren had mothers whowere emplyed full-time outside the home, but

the relAtionship was not strong. The opposite relationship was_found.for.,both

rural and urban black girls, that is, the girls whose mothers were employed full-
,

time outside the'home were more likely to expect to have no children:Dr one

child. Where the mother was a housewife only, the black girls-were more likely

to say that they expected to have two or three or more children. The relation-

ship was particularly noticeable among the rural black girls. Fourteen percent

of those expecting no children had a mother who was a housewife only while this

was true of 44:4 of those expecting three or more children.

Middle ChildhOd Factors

Clearly, a girl does not first think about how many children she-expects

someday to have as she approachs high school graduation. The family size

expecn ion she states as a late teenager presumably has been the subject

23
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a host of developmental influences in her family, among peers, and at school.

Presumably also, her thoughts on.the number of children she would like or

expectS-to have were not isolited-1W-Other dpects of-HiiOla-n-c-Such as

age at-marriage and an occupational role, In this section-we investigate

middle childhood factors that may -be relatedito family size expectations.

Particular attention is given to ideas on Occupation and eddcation among the
. _

. ,

fif6i'and sixth graders and bow they relate to how the girls as high school .
'

n -
4 i

seniors orjun ors say-they feel about expected family size. A number of other

Variables measured in middle-childhood'are al's° investigated for their rela-

tionship with fam ly,size expectAtions..

Occupational

The fifth and sixth grade girls were asked whether they hadever thought

about a job they -might --hive in the-future7-wbet-jeb they-wouldrreal-1 ttke to

have and what job they realistically expected to have. They were..als'basked

to which of a number of specific persons, if any, they had talked to about

their _ccupational plans. Taken. together,- these items can tell a lot about'

of_ fifth and sixth gra a irls.._

For white girls, there' was a significant inverse relationship between

thinking about a job in the future and the expected size of the family. *For

both urban black girls and white girls, the higher the prestige of the'occu-
. .

pation one would really like to 'have, the smaller the expected family size.

The same relationship held for expected occupation and expected family size.

Rural black girls showed a positive relationship between prestige of occupational

desire and expectations and family size expectations. Perhaps this was due

to the large size expectations of rural.black girls and the fact that their

Occupational choiOes did not cover a wide prestige range.
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For all three Categoriesgids: not talking to mother about an occu-

pation the girl might 'was associated w.th:largc family size expectations.

was a highly s=ignificant Factor among rural blaA girls with a coefficient

of-correlation of .40. For white girlsband for urban black girls the caftficien s

were )-and .15 yespectively. Nof talking to father about one'S occupation

was related to large family size expectations but only for urban black girls,

while not talking to older sibling was associated with large family size ex-
.

pectations for white girls and for urban black girls. All these -associations

were significant,at'the .05 level. The response that the girl had talked to

no one about a job she might have was associated with larger family size expec-

tations, It was statistically significant only for the rural black girls
.11.

probably because most of the girls have talked to someone.

dken tog her, tnese tindings seem quite important. They show that as

early as the fifth and sixth grade girls are thinking about an occupation they

might pursue.. Some have higher aspirations than others and some talk about

their occupational goals with their mothers and other people. In general, those

girls who have .higher asaNtions .and Who tali; abauf_their_goals later_will_state-- -

smaller family size expectations.

Educational Plans

Xparallel analysis was made of the educational goals of the fifth and

sixth grade girls. There was no relationship between educational aspirations

:or expectations and family size expectations. - Apparently, girls of this age

compartmentalize their thinking about their occupational and educational goals.

There was a tendency for not talking to anyone about educational plans to be

.associated with larger family size expectations but it was statistically sig-

nificant only for white girls. Attitudes toward school and studying showed

practically no -relationship with family size expectations.
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Adolescent Factors AsSpciated with Family Size.Expectations

In this section data are reported on various aspects .of educational and

occupational plans, as measured at adDipscence, and their relationships t .

family size e.xpectationS measured at the same. point in time. One gdneral

explanatory Concept-is occupational saliency which refers to how central a

place an occupation has in a girl's life plans: The general hypothesis_is

that the larger the family size preference the lower will be the salience of

an occupational role. A number of specific hypotheses can be stated to test

this relationship.

Prestigeof Desired Occupation

While it is possible to want many children and simultaneoUsly aspire to

a high-level occupation, it is hypohesized the larger the number of children

a girl expects to have, thelOwer will be the prestige of the occupation to

which she aspires. An item on the queseionnatre asked what kind of job the

respondent expected to ha'e in the future. The score on Duncan's,Socioeconomic.

Index is used as the indicator of occupational prestige (Reiss, 1961). For

urban-black-and rural white-girls-the-!indingt were in the anticipated direction

but for rural black girls there was a positive correlation (.30, significant

beyond .01,1evel) inenting th4,the more children a girl expected the higher

was.the prestige of her expected dccupation.

4

Seriousness of Occupational Plans

Among girls who stated a preference fora job, some have thought about

it a Mile, have talked to others about it, and have at least a mental strategy

for achieving their goal. Others, whi4e stating an occupational choice, have

given less thought to the matter. This difference among girls is conceptualized

as seriousness of occupational plans. It is hypothesized that the larger the

family size prefeence, the less serious-are a girl occupational plans.
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job'_yi

_on the_questionna-Tre asked -1-laveYou-even

might have in the` future ?" Possible-responses were "Yes, a lot,

"Yes, a little," and. "No," scored from 1 to -3 respectively. For all categories

of_girls, there was found a low negative correlation, indicating that contrary

to-the hypothesis, the more children a girl wanted the more-she had thought

4 uot.a uture.job.-

t-was Teasonsed-tha.t-if a school girl is-.Seriout-aboutherocCUpatiOnal

houghts and plans with meaningful others in her. plans-the -W bid share her

bout- Aob-thait----shwouldstertn,__ r=s_ .al-A-pmprrij

a year or two would suggest a lack of seriousness of purpbse.

Among white girls, the more children a girl wanted the_less itkely she-
,

was_to-say--that -she- had- talked with her - mother; her- father an-ol der-si bli ng ,

or- a-teacher about her futue job':- -The coefficient 'of correlation was significant

only for whether not the girl had .talked with her lath -about her future

job.' j Among urban black girli, however,the findingS were in the opposite

di rep tai ldrena acted the-more14kely-she

was to ,say that she hid talked to.her mother, father, other relative, teacher,

adutr-fri end -ultra = math "a4ibiirile-r- flit-dee job 7- The coefficient of corrglafton

for the last named relationship was -.22; significant-attbe .04 level; the

remaining correlations were not significant..
0For_ url black girls, the findings are mixed .= Talking with mother,

adult friend or neighbor, and the general category "someone else" were in the

hypothesized direction with the 1 e the ex ec

likely were thoesonversations about future jdb reported. Talking with

aeult friend or neighbor, a-matter of fact, showed the strongest_ relatiiny

any re eren person or e er-race with a coefficient of correlation

signi icant beyond the .01 level. Talking to -"someone else" was also

Se
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nig Y-significant ver,_talking to father, o

teachers, aid age-mates, While not significantly related to farm

impectatlons. tended to be in the direction contrary to that hypothesized.

sie

In general while the referent persons were different,-talking about the _

job one might hold in the future-Wet observed among' girlsiiithexpedtations

T or rura w i e an

ten

home wi

e

9 s con-

the-ideethetthose w6- are 1seribus about working-outtlde--the-
,

both talk about their occupational plansand will have family size

was not found among urban black girls.

Another dimension of seriousness of occupational plans is that conceptualized

es-occupational-knowledge.-,It is-reasoned-that-girls-who-have-considerable

occupational knowledge are more interested in in occupation and that girls

th meager upational knowledge are more interested in other aspects of their

life plans, such as marriage.and having children. It was therefore hypothesized

that the larger the evected fa ]y size, the lower would be the girl's knowledge

of the -occupationshe -states she would like to pursue.

-As indicated -occupat 041al-knowledge--was me ed in

the present study was through an item which asks how far one has to go in

SchbOTtog t the -kind cif jo6-the respondent said she wanted-. Respondents

were classified as those who specified some educational requirement and-

those who replied that they did not know the requirement.

Over ninety.percent of rural black girlS' specified some edkational

requirement and of those who did not there was no relationship with family

size preference. Among urban black girls there was a tendency for those

7 CS°8-30-th krtow-tiTe---

-F

28
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4-4ietther±w4a

hat 1

ucationa

to develop a more refined method o

ants and a more co rehensive Apethod of occupational

Perceived Rewards and Costs in 'an Occupational Role

When deciding whether or nit to work and what kind-of work he wants to

s assumed that a girl mentally considers the rewards and costs of

her oPtions. Girls who Olen fully ce an occupational role would

be willing to restrict the number o htldren Ihey_could_have_in_orde

achieve their occupational goal.

esmAdehtt were-a-sf-s-ix featuret-dEff7Y7the chance or

exciting or interesting work and the chance for helping other people, were

girls, the importance of job features did not vary by family size

more likely to be.judged extremely important those girls who did not

expect to have any children = -.20, significant at .06 level). Among

urban blacks, however, the larger-the expected family size, the more likOly

the girl *was to respond that steady ebploymentwas an extremely Important

job feature .24, significant at .03 level). This was the only job.

feature in which-there was a significant difference in evaluation by family

viz tan.

For,white girls, the picture was entirely different. The larger the

expected family size, the less importance wa§ attached to-any of the job

attributes. For the rewards of making alot of money, becoming an important

person, and in*Axciting and interesting work, IhekorMations were signi-
.
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cantt- the---.05-1eveL- For- ha v trig obAhat -so ro-V ided steady-41orkl- -allowed -

one to help other people, and to be one's own boss, the correlations approached

significance. There is thus support, for white girls, for the hypothesis that ,_

the larger the expected family size, the less likely they would be to see

rewards,,in the occupational role. The lack of support amongtlack girls may

be due to the fact that most of them,'regardless of family size expectations,
,

size that they will have to work outside the home.

A common cost of an ticcupational career, and particularly occupational

munity. It is reasoned that girls who see an occupation as having a central

place in their lives would be more. willing than other girls to move away

from-their-home-communities.

For rural black girls, the larger the expected family size, the more

likely the girlWasto_respondthat she.youldliketoliveiniornearher_
10

home community, and the less likely she responded that she would like to

was - .23,.si 'cant at the .05 level.-- This pattern, however, was not

fOund among the urban blacks. bite girTs,---*-all of were rural, exhibited -

the same pattern as rural blacks,.the larger the(expected family size, the
_----

less the willingness to leave the home community. For rural girls of both

. races, therefore, those for whom thildbearing.seemed more central in their

lives want to remain in their home Community.while those for an occupation

A second residential preference question appeared on the questionnaire,

thls one dealing with the size of the place in which thegirlwould like to

live in the future. This was found to be. important only for white girls among

whom it was found that the larger the expected family size the smaller the
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biLe ime-place-in-which she wls
_

level). The family-oriented girl t

ionally or

i cant at

us wants to-stay around home in a-small

-girl -i-s- will' e-and_orefers

-a larger c

-Perceived Reaards and Costs of Homemaker Only Role

It was anticipated that girls who rented more,children would place a

higher evaluation on the-wife-mother-hoMemeer role than would those' who

- want -no- children -or one child.--

ntyA-obSthat they had-retentTY-been-thinking about . for themselves -- Only.

Respondents were asked to-check-any of

___.twerity percent- of-the-rural-black-sirls checked- 11 i fe-only and-there

was little relationship between family size preference and this response.

For urban black girls, here was a,strong relationship with the more.child-

ren girl wanted the more likely she was to say that she considered the

-beyond the .01

wan

-Y.

evel. None of the urban bladk girls -who wanted no children -

yoeaousew w e t arty -seven percent

of those who expected three or more children gave this response. White

girls who wanted two, three or more children were more likely to say that

they had considered being a housewlfe only than were those who wanted no

children or one child, but rel4tionShip was not statistically iignificant.

Educational Factors,

Even for women, having children and pursuing an education are not intrin-

sically incompatible. One would, of course, have to pay attention to the timing

.

of the events for if childbearing starts early it maybe quite difficult later

woman-had, the less likely would she be able to retuim to school. Women could,

of course, have high cducational'aspirations, reach-Aheir goals, and then havd
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wiles a priority r tin tTieir life p ans:. one -rou1d expect

those who follow this pattern would not expect to have many children for their

behavior-- suggests that 4getting- an duca on-is of-_Nore- importance-than-hav"

ghildien.. The general hypothesis is that the more importance ghat -is-attached

-education, the lower will be the expected number of £hildren. Importance of

education is operationalized in terms of desired education: expected education,

seriousness'of educational-plans, academic attitudes; and school grade's.

Educational. Aspirations_ and Expectations
At.

EdUcat onal aspirations were measured by a questiin asking the girls

--they-would -really. like-to--go-ln-school -if -they-had-their choice.- Responses-

were coded from 1 to 8 for eighth grade to education beyond, college respectively.

There was a parallel question for how far they felt they really would'- `go -in

school.

Jr w#i1te 9 1 r . s , 1 was fuun _ -ta er was Lh eApec e tarn iy size,

the lower were the educational aspirations and expectations Neither relationship,

bwever, iFT5at stronger re ions ps

'''were found for urban black girls with a coefficient of correlation of -.21,

significant at the .06 level, between expected family size and desired level =of
.

education and -..14 expedtedievel.of education. With rural black girls,-

however; the case was entirely different. A positive correlation of .25-,

significant beyoncithe .05 level, 'war found between expected .family size and
It; .

desired education and one of 38, significant beyond the -.01 level, was found

-1Welictngmwtc-c1WqrWVTE-TindifIgT;T

ed that 45% of the rural black girls who expect to have three or more children

also expect at- least-to finish college. None of the girls who expected to have

no children expect ta finish college and 20 and of those who expect to have

one or two children respectively expect to finish college. These findings are
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,

II ifffiFe . 7-Brfgh tility 1§-traditiOnallyvilOrMatlVe amoh-g lowf&.

blacks but high-educational aChievement is not. Thus, we-need to

-181% of the rural black 4 iris want -no-chiTdren or nnty,one

. child jet have ndtcolei= this with a desire for education beyond high school.

We alse need to 'explain why 46%-of the rural black girls have retained tradi-

tional high fertilitvalues but superimposed on them a desire for higher

education

Seriousness Educational Plans

n=part,fthe seriousness of educational plans can ue- inferred frarthe

-relation6hip-between-desired-andTexpected-educational-Aevels,ItAwas-reasoned,-- --

also, that talking about one'seducationalfplans is also an indication of

seriousness of intentions and-desires. AmOng,whfte girls, the larger the

IV
expected famity_size, the more likely the_girl was to say that she had not

only the coefficient for talking with father was statistically. significant.

For no ot.er person, such as sibling, adu t fFiend teac e was t -ere a

relationship between-expected family size and talking about educational plans..

urban black girls, talking to mother or father about school plops showed

no relationship to expected family size. There was a modest relatiOnship, bu

in the wrong direction between talking-to a sibling or another relative about

educational plans, that is, those who did so-had higher family size expectations,

For ruralh,lack girls, talking with mother or an adult friend about school plans

was associThate_Tting smal er ami y sizes. icien s o corre-

lation were .24 and .22, both significant beyond the .05 level.

ACademiCAttitudeS

It can,be reasoned that girls who are primarily interested in having children

would not be too interested in school and would not display favorable academic

attitudes. -This-W-60d lead to the hYpothesis that the. thesexpected-faMily--

3
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d $e the -academlc-attitudes-.

vation scale were used to rri sur Ludy habits and attitudes toward salool7

girls, three ==i iNriS,-studying eh reading 4p.

and trying to do school work, rather than relaxing, whe

-were found to' be related to the-expectation of small family-sizes.- The ctief tcient
-7-

of correlation for trying to do school work was 1 significant-beyond the .01

level; the other, two coefficients, approached significance.

For.drban black girls there was "a fairly consistent pattern between having

lavofibTe academic attitudes andexpecting to have a small number of children.

Stating- an-interest-4 -schoo --trying-to7get-good:grades17studying-or-reading---7-

at home, finishing homework; wanting-to come to school, trying to do schoolwork:-

even when sick,-. and wanting to come, back to school after summer watton were. all

reTgied to low famijy size expectations JDnly the coefficient of correlation

Rural black girls Showed an inconsistent pattern for expected family'size

---Ta7n-UaTtitt_TiCer--owar sc _o . mne 1 err1 finis ing assigne sc oo wor s owe

coefficient of correlation of .24, significant beyond the .05 level, indicating

that lower family expectations were associated with favorable school attitudes.

Another item, agreeing that she would come to school if she had her way, shoed

a coefficient of -.25, significant beyond the .05 level, indicating that larger

family size expectations. were associated with liking to come to school,

School Grades

A test was 7a e of the a ionship etween aiTitiTibiTTTYTYK-E4Mfa

by the Otis Test of -Mental Ability, and family size expectations. There was, a

very slight positive relationship. This suggests, then, that any differenceS

in school performances and family size
AL
expectations along the girls can:be

accounted for by motivation, willingness to study, regularity of attendance
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--factors, rather n by ment ability. School performance was

measured by a self-report of grades earned during thOcurrent year, with

cholces-ranginT- from glostly As to mostly Ds or F. reasoned that

emphasis on the maternal role would have a negative iMpaCt en school per-

formance and, thus, the larger th% expected family Size the lower the grades

earned during the current year.

Forty-three percent of the urban black' girls reported getting mostly 8s

and 4 percent said they got mostly Cs. Seventy percent of the girls expecting

haveTlo children reported mostly Bs as did 681, of those expecting one child,

-------35-porcent-for two children,- and 29-percent-for- -those expecting-three-or-more

children. The only girls who reported reclining mostly fisNr Fs were those
4

who expected to have a family sine of two .or. larger.. Getting good-grade,

_

thAX, is, mostly Bs, is clearly associated with the expectation for no children

Among rural black girls, none of whom -reported- getting mostly Ds

an on y whom reporte rdTr-os -ITA-s;"-tre was no clear relitThnship

between family size expectations and grades in high school. Fifty-nine

cent Of the white girls reported getting mtistly.Cs and 30 percent re.rted

mostly Bs. There was a slight negative association, that is, th- arger the

expected family size the better the grades;

teviewirtg the various educational factors, it is noted that educational

aspiration and expectations were related to family size expections for white

ack-girls;sertousnes-s---about--e-ducati-orral-plans7-3-s-tapped-by-

talkingr about such plans, wa related for white and rural black girls, aca-

demic motivation was related-for white and urban -black gtrls while grades*

were related to family size for urban black girls. This is interpreted as

. mild support for the position that there is a relationship between two aspect.

of girls' life -plans, their educational goals and their family size goals.
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It is- not immediately apparnnt why the relationship was not consistent across

the subgroups of white, rural black, and, urhmn Tblack girlS.

The differences if( family expectations of-the low-income

um8rized by indicating those factors found to be associated wi

ations.

can be

ac d Factors

rural residence (blacks- only capared)

ice (1=

lower Socioeconomic status

father unemployed

ving with_both_parents

mother-housewife only (black- only)

Middle Childhood Factori

had.not thought about future job (white only)

lower prestige of desired andexpected occupation (white and urban

black onIy)dip

t-talking-to pareo ethers._.about- fu

Adolescent Factors

Tower prestige of desired occupation urban black and White only)

not talking with parents and others about filltUre job (rural black

and white .only)

not knowing educational requirements of desired job

not seeing rewards in occupational role (white only)

wanting to remain in home community white and rural black-only

i°teerr tl=y)

only)
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11.

"eMet444=

_lower educational aspirations and expectations (white and urban

black only)

4- -
higher edutational aspirations and expectations (rural black Only)

9
- nottalking with parents, and others about educational plans (white

_ndrOral-black'only

unfavorable attitudes toward -school -a!ui fig

getting poor grades in high school (urban black only)

Throughout this paper we have teported on the association of numerous

.

variables with two important aspects of the life plans of girls, their expected

age at marriage and their expected family size. Because of the paucity of

.
research attention to the life plans of rural youth, blacks, and females, the

investigation of-explanaiory-variables has been-admittedly broad. The-next

.
step, clearly, is to analyze the data further in an effort to isolate the

most important factors related to age at marriage and fafnily size expectation5.

Others may-want to pursue further those factors such as occupational and

educational_attitudes that_presumably.could be...meniPulated to reduce family

size expectations or to raise ige at marriage expectations. 5t111 -others

may want-to-investigat-additional-factorSI-such-as.

experiences. Whateve5 the specific emphasis, it is

-

the present research will encourage additional work

income girls.,

-dating, -love, -and-sex,

hoped that the report of

on the life plans of low-

4=
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