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e oo A longitudipal study conducted in six soutkern states
‘. dealt iithtfgg:&gpgg1§tiaaﬁc&iegn:iesﬂipaa;mxnzzhrm:u;almyanthrfh1§¢F~ﬁﬁ
. . Youth, and females) frequentIyTieglected in status aspiration, cdreer
,ﬂﬁ,ﬂ;gpilf;gnamligéi§lansffesea:chinhegtE::Jﬂiife~plans"mincludeifWhik“r*~é-
__educational and occupational aspirations as well as expectations of .
~age at marriage, number cf children desired, and place of residence
- sfed—inalyses—vwere—croantzed—intobackyround; parenting; widdle
childhood, ard high school factors. The sample (planned to yield .as
©. many blacks asg whites and to restrict the study to subjects from
.- areas marked ty poverty and high upemrloyment) consisted of 311
T PTimATily TUTE]l femdl€s WhO vere guestioned in 1969 as fifth or sixth
graders and again in 1975 (if they had not married or dropped out of
school) and the mothers of these girls. The following factore were ,
...foupd.to.be.associated-vith-nage-at-marriege"-expectations:-races—————
father's ‘education: prestige of mother's occupation: perception of
loving, punishing or demanding mother: cccupational counseling of
daughter by mcther: self-concept: cccupational and educational . '
————astirations—and-expéctations: cccupational saliéncy: and residential
preferences. Factors associated with larger family size expectations
vere: rural residence, black race, 'lower socioeconomic status, father
- unemgloyed, and lower prestige of desired and expected occupation.,
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status—asp1rat1nns, cqreer gaa1s and 11fe p13n5 research--the pcor of both :

.sexes,. rural youth of both.races, females of both racesy and blacks. Life ~.° . .~

plan’is cnnceptual1zed as including educational andfnctupat1onai asp1ratlnns,” S
oy age at marriage expectatlﬂns riumber of children expected, and desired place
o of residence. -Emphasis is on age at_ narr1age and family size expectations.
, Variables used to exp]a1n the differences .in 11fe plans w1th1n the samp1é are . R
occupations; (2)° “middle-childhood factors," 1nc1ud1ng educat1ana1 and ogcu= . .
... ‘pational aspirations, girls' self-concepts and parenting behavior of .the - - .
“J%?““EWJ “mothers of thé girTs; and (3) adolescent Yactors, including éducational and
. _‘ cccupatlunET aspxrat1ans, canceptinn of the rg1e GF .women, and the sa]1ency

& *

4 Data come frgm a régiana1 1Dng1tud1na1 study canduzted in six snuthern states

Tt of the United States.  The sample, was purposive to yield about as many blacks ™

—¢—————and-whites-and-to-restrict-the-study-of-those-from-areas marked-by-poverty— -

. and high unemployment. ¥oung people responded to questionnaires while in the

o fifth or sixth grade in 1969 and their mothers were also interviewed: -Data
< were again gathered from the students in 1976 when they were, or were ex-

pected to be, juniors or seniors in high school. The data set for the . #
present- studyuc&nsxstsr nfmmetrsmrglrgssmgreqntgnuguaiat both time - :
permds _
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e Eﬁg t’lﬂﬂ (1574)

‘to féma?es or to take 1nta accaant the specza1 c1rcums§an:es nf fe

fema}es and b1ack5

f1c1enc1es.:

=

Its maJcr thrusi 15 cn the extent ta wh1c%flaw 1ncame b?aek and =

uhite‘ruraiigirls haye béen-affected by three;magorutrend5m1n~Amer3can secietﬂgwwa»=~—-—
(L) the trend taward later marr1agé (2) theﬁtrend toward smaiier fam11iesi aﬁd -

(3) the trend fcr m@re women tD SEE themse]Ves as enactlng ro?es 1n the prﬂa

F

ductgve Echme, on a 1?fet1me bas1s, and ta prepare them5é1ves fer su:h reies
{.

¥

4

Lifé D1ans 1s. a bfbadgr can;ept han,statu%fasgizatxans

res1dence

Life nﬂans. _as .
herecanceptua]1zed 1nc1ude educat1ana1 and cccupaE1onaT asp1rat1on5; age at '
I ““‘*‘marriaQE‘expectatfans “the™ ﬂumEEf af :hderea‘desfred and the desirﬁq pTace af —

%
I

¢

Wh11e the ru]es of women have been chariging, for,ihe present it
seems des1rabie to ‘utilize the broad EQHCEpt of . 1ife* p]ans

Marr]age and p%remt;
hood raies st111 have a greater impact on éducat1ona1 and Dccwpat1onal roles
far women than they.da for _men.
| The purposes of this papér aéé

N -

(1) to descr1be thé {ﬁ%g{@ticai mcdé1 that o
I have used in my studies of life plans, (2) to ﬁgpartéiime of the magar find1ngs,
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mm*w_nuwwmisamexstﬂdents;regardless Hﬁere,mnrmsf,,theyuweremattendgngmbxgh“Sthﬂad*ﬂqw;5:55

Cnmpieted quest1anna1res fgr both 1969 and 19?5 were-nbtalned fram 945m e

s —— e

4 ,?m, yauth about Ha]f cf them g1r1s xSomewhat fewer tﬁan ha]f'yere b1ack Al] afw?f4t

the wh1te §1T1S and EDS-nf the biack §1r15 were c1a531fled as rurai* Ihe Sampie;<lii';

fDE_xbe,Preﬁent study cans1sts of 311 fema]es whg weré studied 1n bath yearsf

whn had nut droppea out Gf schaoi by 1975 and who were nat ajready marr1ed

fif“f“5?} and?tnE?mn:hers of fhese studentsg. Agg at maTTTagE expEﬁtatrgns WETE=thaTBEd*A‘m5ﬁ

chy when the g1r1s werg 3un1ars Qr Seﬂiars 1n h1gh schécl Educaticna} and

i

ﬂﬁﬁupatiarai asp1rat1ons and ather data WEre pbta1néaﬁbath when’ the respandénts

e

' X P
‘ were 1n grade Schao] and 1n h1gh schco1 I can51der thTS aﬂ unusuaiiy r1ch

source of data with 1nfonmatian frem,the g1r15 at twc per1ad5 QF t1me and f? m. } i

oy,

;'thg girls" ma;hersf I have attempted={e Qrgan1ze my ana1yses as;chTows
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T‘he:ther", nrﬁmt“they ’taikedm th”thew daug’ﬂfér; =

&

r;r jgﬁs‘ _aind

t‘k s

hter s. educatmna’l and acgupatmaal ggaTA_,,_iithers a]sgﬁiwresmnde * —

* w1
i

,r‘entéi ‘Ja"lue Sc:.ﬂe (}Gjhn,:’lgég) Tms sz:a’le was des1gned to - e

in:s matﬁers va’lued m the1r c’ﬁﬂdren “Factor ana]_ysns

ize d character buﬂdmg, mth statements -

se]f-ccntrch and ise depegéab’lé The Dthe=r fﬁi‘%&r contains items that reflects

5 ffﬁg“pE?"Sﬂﬂa’?‘ﬁ:TE““ Hﬂfﬁ?ﬁ”*

La]sa respanded, in. an agree d1sagree-famat, tcr SEVEH items from: an a’cmevement

e = ' prpthe'r!-s mﬂﬁ*ﬂfrﬁtiﬁﬁgthﬁfﬁﬁ*ﬁTﬁﬂ!ﬁaﬁ ane

R A S« NN s inia At b e

‘* R value sﬁentatmn 5ca1e"¥ﬁ§.e;j b_y Rasen ’ir'r*a study O‘F the vaiues ch mothers“and
.. C thezr Sgns Coe. ! S § _ %
p*‘ X&J Thé--;'-i;id at ngéié"chﬂdhgnd " The t‘f'rd bﬁockgtbos%_%actcrs dea’ls w*ith“*.t-ﬁ“e e
, :gn‘] atpmg]e chﬂ@h;kE what she was 1ike as’ a f1fth"or sixth g,rader. ) Ne ; e
&ave a measure--of her self-concept, her ac:ademn: perfarmance, and measures cf‘
@mmhgrmupam@aiéndmeducaggnalzaspmatlgnsmandxexpeﬁatss:msl.;ihese L : —; S
pér:sana’hty, performance, and asmratmﬁ factors can be v1ewed as the cutc.ﬂmes ) .
Qf‘ the parenting the gn-] has. recewed ’ L E : \ ﬂ
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Fathérseducatmn Pbther suach evenEnt va]ues Academc berfumanc?
- Father's oc‘tupation ~Traits desired-in Ehﬂd --Se1f concept - -

- Jother's eduation.. —q"ﬂd'S PEF&ptwn f iducatwrral apiratidy
Hother's occupation & Parentifig” ’
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- deahrg inth thé _yauth at SEfﬁtfl‘“ﬁr‘ "}unim‘ hlgh sr;haa’! agaﬁ, It t:antagns

meas' res ch her age Tat mar'ﬂage e;tpectat‘ians, farrm_y 5‘[2& expec.tatwns, academ*n: E

* . -

Edﬁ%ﬁtiﬂﬂﬂ? and ﬂccupatmna’l aspir 'ét Ems, and res1dent1a1 prefér;- .o
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Th& Qrgamzat?ﬂn oﬁ fh*ls paper ‘is as- ﬁ:rﬂaws ’ilaﬁatmns an the hf‘e p‘ians
ﬁ !‘

o Qf high schao’l glr’ls——the 1tans 1n the *Fiﬁa'! b]ack--mﬂ bef anaUzed to d1s—fe-\;

S

___cover mﬂuences Gf 1tems ?n the _prior b]gcks, that 15, ithe ba(:kgrgund factars, o ;M__‘

Q,’ \parentmg beﬁavwr, and mrdd]e ::hﬂdheod fac:tc)rs. The ana]yses cnﬂcentrata on

Life chances. Fcrr wameﬁ youthfu’l marriage has a ﬁumbEF of custs ‘Dnecust SRR

age at marr’lagé eipe:;titmns and Fa‘mﬂy 51;& expeqtatwns ic@atmna‘l j;du, r \L
| ;Jcatmn%'l f?dL Tgé*rc}entié’i rﬂans are Iarge1y used as™ E?P!I,aﬁa?f{;a,yjébiEE_ P ' _‘;
T '::EW A _,, R Age }giﬁarr'iage Expectatmns | # ) . }7 e
-a-m ;:%a ¥l age-and- its timing have tans*:dgrab*le :r;pac-t on ‘the 1ife -p?ans and- - R

h - C 3 3 ' .

" of ear"ly marnage s 11:5 associatmn w1th h1gher fertfht} whmh, .'m turn,

RS = —— -

ﬁxacerbates eccnamu: dlfﬁﬁlﬂt’lég and may not be_in. :the bes't 1nter‘est Df ~

. -
prevails.. Fur gir’[s part’icu’laﬂ_y, _yﬂuthfu{l marﬂage 15 - an effectwe barr’ler ‘

ta h1gher educa n. Th1s ma} 1nvcﬂv three costs.. F1rst theré is the de- :
- JR— it %

BB A R ARSI AN

pri atwn Df tﬁe edut:atmn 1§self Sec:and there 15 the ’Iawered prabab111ty nf

"fincﬁng satlsfact’:qnjn an nc;upat‘ionaT ro’le _The third cost is an ecqnqmc

@ne, the lawered earmngs D%"’a waman ‘who was not able ta gepare herse’if‘ Fcu*

‘a ggad-pay1ng Jobyr . l*i‘ view cf these costs, one can agree with Elder and Rm:k-

* weﬂ\'s ccnclusmn that ".,.eaﬂy narrlage 1dent1f1es a life course of re1at1ve o
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M;iaj } A ser}es af baskgraund!fa;tQFS‘were :n#est gatéd fur th31r relatjunsh1ps

ﬁ ,‘ *?f A
< uitﬁ age at EETPTEQE expectat1uns af high é%haa1 g1rTs. One of thgse was race;f

S

T It Hi?,found that Hh1tE glrls had 3 mean age éfimarr1395féxpECtatlgn of EG

years, ruraI b]atks 23. 5 and urban blacks 23.4. AT?\QF the wh1te girls ?Iyed
TN :

1ﬁ“ruras areas but it- can ‘be nated that amang b1azEs tbe r351dence factor was .
- £ N Y T
. nat re]ated tg marrlage p?ans Detailed ana!y;gs,djsceygygd,féugrgegeraié e

Aﬂm*ﬂ__reasgns uh¥ﬂb1ack girls. arai;;"

One reasan 15 that they have higher educational and e:cupat1anal gaals than

uh1te girls. and these highegfgaa15 are reT&ted to a deTay-1n mar1ta1 t1m1n§
: S

Ancthep reason 15 that the b]ack gif?% come Frpm larger and samewhat paarer

Fan111es wﬁgch means that there is ?ess T1ke11hacd of rece1v1ng parenﬁg} a1d
- ’;"

“for a youthful marriage St1T1 a th1rd reason is that b?atk g1rTs ‘have fewer

. Dppnrtun1t1é5 to marry ip that the men whg théy Eau1d marry do nat want tc

marry yQUﬁg, th]e a h1gh prqport1an of wh1te ma]és expect to da s0. F1na]1y,

) f
——.._black. g:rls=seem lgss-anterested in-marriage- ?tself in-that- -they- are not-ag-————
LR

l1ke]y to cansider being a hausew1Fe only, they are mowe 11ke]y to see a

woman's raie as 1nc1ud1ﬁg emp]uyment outside ‘the home, and thgy are_ ‘less )

o

11keiy to have talked wzth%parents, relatives, “and gthers about marriage,

ch11dren, and working mothers ~

e o i et et bt e i i S e i e i g £ j"

4?:
Turn1ng to- anather baﬂkgraund factar, mather s educatlnn ,Showed pract1-

o ks

e caT]y no re?§t1ansh1p with g1r1's expﬁgted‘age at marridge for any gf the S

three groups’ BF g1r15 Fgr a]] three graups, hawqurﬁﬁthe b1gher the Father s

Y Edu:atmn, the #der ?E g1r1 éxpezted tm be "at marriage.

Mgthers were given an D;cupat1on31 scﬁré QF pne testhree depend1ng on

B

| whether thgy did not work Duts1de the home, warkad partaggme, or warked full-

v t1meg For: 311 three groups DF g1r15 it was fbund -that the higher the mgther
work score, the older the girl's expected age at marriage. None:of the

IR . i . H
¥
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. urban black‘g1rls,-a'Statisticz"y>51gn1ffeant neiationsh1p was fuund between

= ‘! L " st

the pr&stage score nF mﬂther s accupatren and g1r1 s ﬂg at marriage expecta--

Dccupatlon, i? the

H
: e =

i and 91r1 s marr1age plans awﬂﬁg whmte g]?ls. .'* . ", ‘=‘ - *;

e Gi?ismlﬂ the sg_g?e werg- Q;v-:w}:5i

they were 1n the fifﬁh or sixth grade. ASSUETHQ menta] abﬂTity is §; 2la- -

tiveiy stable factor, it can be treated as a backgraund factor. The Dt1§ir

score was pas1t1ve1y FEiated ta K] numbel of var1ab1e§ in the study such as -

the g1r1 s educational asp1rat1uns and her mother's asp1rat1ans for ‘her. :4 

"chéver;"there Was no réTat1ansh1p at all” between the 0tis score and age

¥ at marr1agé exﬁectations Fnr wh1te g1r13 or fgr rura? b]ack g1r15. -Urban 77 _

b]ack g1r1s shawed a nndest but n9n51gn1f1cant relationship w1t§§the “higher -

e the- Qt1s ‘score-the eldér the-girl- exgected to-be-at-time- of marriage.— B

o

Parent1ng BehaVIDr ana Age at Marr1age Expectatlans i ' . .

A Fundamenta] assunpt1an in the social-psychology of ch11drear1ng is

that parEHETHQ behavvnr makes a d1fférente. F@r good af fa? 1117 what we

do to cﬁ11dreg affects the1r:perSana11t1e§; iThe 1nvest1gat1on af the o

effects of parent1ng during the middle ch11dhood years. “on age at marr1age

expectatTGns deastcth_WIth the_glrla percept1on5 of parenting as.well . .

7 as repﬂrts from the1r mothers )

Perce1ved panenting behavior. Perceived parenting behav1gr was mea-
.

=

' t1gnna1re (Devereaux, Bronfenbrenner and Radgers, 1959) S1egelman cana
¥

ducted a factgr analysis Of the scale 1tem5 and Ecnc1uded'that %her%;were a

.

three dimensiogs labe1ed 1av1nqi punishing, and demand1ng (S1ege1man 1965

-_—

JEB)i A facter ana1y51s by Proctor, the statist1c1an on the present regional
—_ F : ]
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parent further

enjoys be1ng n1th the :h?]d pra1ses the child, 15%affectlanate, cgncerned

and has annfidente 1in_the ch11d Reasen1ng that 1av1ng parént1ng should”

D e BT s =

:rresuit in g1r15 fee11ng gﬁcd about themse?ves, and thus abgut the1r pnten-'”

:»i~37 tials the hypathest§§was phrasedk The mnre ]cv1ng the perc21ved pérent1ng, S

7::; . v G;r]s gerceptzans of hayzng a }avzﬂg EDthE? shﬁwed a ﬂ&dest !élatzssi

sh1p w1th later age at marr1age but nn]y for rural black g1r1s -Bas1ca1]y3,

Aﬁ;;ff_ hawever tne 19v1ng 1tems d1d not have _good’ pred1§t3ve vaiue! s ,T,E,

5129&1man (1965 deécr1bes Factor II, Punishment, of the Branfenbrenner
Sy o - e <t

N Pareﬁt“ﬁéhav1éF“Questionna1re as fu11aws "'Pun1shmént‘ shcws ihéﬁgreategt

amunt of c:ans*istem:y on the scale *Fax:tar‘ 1Dad1ng§ ?hisiug;gr charactey-

izes a parent who often uses phys1cai and nonphysical punishment with Titt]er‘

ji“**“”“ ﬁancEfHS‘Ftr the Fee1¥ngs and needs af h15 ‘child, and f?equentTy fbr [T S —

apparent reason. A1thaugh reae¢t1an'ﬁr host111ty by th@*parent is not

3

| exp11c1t1y noted in the 1tem§, it is strongTy suggested.” Dne can assume

that a girl who perce;ves she is bE1ng punished Further perceives that she -

. 15 in need of. punlshment!uﬁThus, less punishing shnuld,rasult,ln a.girl. P

fee?ing good about herse]f and her pgtént1a1s Accard1ng]y, the study

hypnthes1s -became:- The ]cwer thE'pUﬂTShTHQ seore the older the girt-wiltt - - -

A be expected to be at t1me of marr1age : L

About ha]f of the pun1sh1ng items of the Ergnfenbrenner scale shnwed

=

a madest carreiaticn W1th e ' age at marr1age for whitéF§1F15 ‘and




“whi ‘?‘ewﬁmtﬁﬁﬁc:;

Theedemanding feeter eeem5;£e cente1n e mixture ef 1teme ﬂhey nuid ":;h

&

{fr,_ DutSIdE the ﬁeme or theyigould reflect an everburden1ng Eﬁnd ef parenting o

thet Heuld meke a g1r1 anx1eue tﬂ leave home Fer urben biaek girls, the

hif-T mefe demendTng the methe§EE%s=perce1ved to be the 1ewer the g1r1 s expected )

= B % -
ege at merr1ege The demending tteme d1d net work fer rure] b?eek or white

R . & £ - - o
N . : = #
- = z 23 s - e . . 3

= g}lﬂ,s‘ e
. : T . . e e 3 A e, s - :
,Hetheté? reseeneee. Pereeivedtée?eetiﬁg~ﬁey not be fheseeee as whet;the

nnther a tuaT1y doee S1nee the mothers were e1se 1nterv1ewed we cen deter- -

" V

LT

4 |

re?eted to the g1r35 age at marr1ege expeetet1ons Mothers were asked hew—

ﬁﬂ*frequent]y they ie1ked te-the1f eh11d about how fer'gﬁéléhduia‘ga”%ﬁ”eeﬁbai“

expectet1ens for erban,hﬁack girls and white gjrls but with older ages for .

rurel black girls.”

£ et = -
5 H

Methers also respended to a quest1en wh1ch asked how fer they wbu1d .

‘Tike thelr deughtere to go in echeo1 Th1e yer1ab1e did not preve te be

" .important fer white girls or rure1 b}aek girls. Fer urban black g1r1s, thew
.. younger Ihey ezpeeied to marry. the more ilkely‘thelr mnthers reperted Lhet

' Atheyﬂheeed the g1r1 finished- ee11ege “Talking to a daughter about the kind
efm;eb she—meght he1d ‘Was- pes1t1ve1y re?eted to age et marriage- expéctet1ene
for beth urban and ?Zra1 blaek'g1r15— “FThere wds no coﬁre1et1en amortg whites.

o
There was no relationship between prestige of eecupat1en de51red by black

mothers for their deughters end the1r deughtere expeeted ege at: merrlege‘
T

| Ameng whitee, the higher the prestifeEef the methers_occupet1one1 esp1ret1on

for deug?ters, the older -the g1r1 expected to be at marr1ege

gale_wee edmmetered —

_

t j’ngd_:;;
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f L tg mgthgziii Amcng whites on1y, mathers stress on the’ deve]apment of gutga1ng

persona]1ty Era1ts was madéstly ESSOCTBtEd with 1ower age at marriage. Bas1ﬁ

by

2 Nca113, hcwever, desp1te its t?earet1c31 1mportan¢e the Kohn ECETE did not "

]
[ " . -_.i-s,,;, -

fwork we11 in exp1a1n1ng the d1fferent age at marr1age expectat1ons of . 10w

. _:" . = ‘i‘?s g 7
. 1ncome black or wh1te g1r1s. . ’ -
< .~ Motheys aTso respgnaed to seven items from the Rosen ach1avement vaiue

=

Qrientatiqn*scéléf There was little support far the hypothesis that mathers' :
‘ &

who value 'achievement rear daughfers who a]sg va1ue achievemént and who thus

-
ix ' E =y

are willing to pﬂstpune marr1age ’ ;e : » )

A

The 1nvest1gat10n of middle ch11dhoad factors rests cn the- assumpt1an
7, that the 90315 and personalities of fifth and sixth graders would be re1ated ;
_______tﬂ_latEE_Expte551nns_af_thair_llfa_plan5+__lL_uas_antizlpat314thai_as_eaﬂly_________
as middle ch11dhcod some girls would have the att1tude that they are the sort C.
-ogiperson who shou1d plan an extended education and ShDU]d aspire to an DECUﬁ'.-

pational career. They would. have a good - self cgncept ' Such QTF1S were _

Expected to be w1111ng or anxious to de]ay marr1age Meanwh11e, 1t was.

expected that gther g1r1s weu]d have a d1fferent att1tude set. They would

have a lower self-concept and would have lower educational and otcupational

3

goals. It was expected that such girls, at high school age, would expect to

marry at younger ages. \
Self-concept. How children perceive themselves should be related to

what they do, and what they will attzmpt to d?ﬂ Lipsitt's self-concept
scale was used to test the hypothesis that the better the self-concept,
< the D1dér‘the girl would expect to be when she @afries, TBE scale consists
of twenty-two descripti&e words or phrases which the child checked accord%ng
., to how well she believed it described the way she feels about herself. Good
' self-coneept was found to be associated with later age at ma%riagé on1j’Fof




rura1 black . glr1s { T : ~ _ . - ‘

Oeeupat1onal esp1rat1en§._ For black girls, there was praetiee]]y no

P

grede school- as the-ene they ree]1y wehted and the expeeted ege et~merr1age
they gave at high seheo1 ege; Intereet1ng1y, for urhen black girls only,
the prest1ge eF the JOb they expected to have, as opposed to the one @ost

de51redfﬂehowed a 51gnifieant eorre]et1on»w1th age et marriage plans; the

[

- higher the pre§tige of expected OCCUDatTDﬂ the 1eter the expected age at

marrlageg For white g1rﬁ5; there was a negative, s1gn1F1cent re1at1on5h1p

between{preetlge of desired end age at marriage plans endrthere wazinp associ-
; . -

‘ation between expected jeb and age at marriage expectations.

Educational eepihet%eneg, For black gir1$, whether rural or urban, there

*

E ege_at merr1age_expectet1ens. Among wh1te g1r15, the greater the‘eee1red

number of years of'seheoiing,_the older the expected age at marriage (r =
.25, significant beyond .01 Tevel). Simi1er1y; the greater the expeeted

years of school, the older the expected age at merriege‘(r = .32, significant

beyend J0T Tevel).

Ado1e5cent Factors Re]eted to Age at Merr1age Expectations

The parenting and middle childhood factere will be summarized et the

-

)

The next task is to summarize the -analyses of the factors measured when the

reepondents were Juniore or seniors in high schOET

Dccupet1ona1 Saliency

*

One concept used in this stege of the inveéqgéatibn was that of occupa-
tional saliency or how central a place working tutside the home had in the

lives of high school girls. Low occupational saliency is conceptualized as

14
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aspiration for Ieee prestigious Jjobs, jaek of eerieueneee xEhoccupational

plans, poor job knowledge, percept1on of unFaVOreb1e reward-cost beﬁence in

;Ja’*is

an occupat1one1 role, and perception of favereb]e rEWerd eoet balance in*

a wifeihomemeker role.
One item dee11ng with the seriousness of the h1gh eehoo1 91r15 was a
question eeking if they hed ever thought about the kind of job they m1ght
!\t% have in the future. The,older the expected ege at marriage, the more likely
;q;hey were to say that they had thought a Tot about it. Another measure of
__ seriousness was an item dealing with the persons to whom they-hed te1ked about:

_a future job. For white gir1siend urban bleek girls, nene of the analyses .

showed significant-or systematic differences betWeeﬁ expected age at marriage

e F

by the various persons teTké‘ito about future jobs,- For rural black girls,

both teTEing to an e1der sibling eﬁd teTKing with some ether're1etive'were

(§§550e1eted vith younger age ag marriage. However, te1k1ng with an adult
4
fr1enJ or neighbor about a future job was eeeoe1eted W1th older age at marriage.
One’ exp1anet1on for these Ftpd1nge is that girls who are more serious ebeut

an eccupet1one1 career seee%§nfermet1on outside their Families while the

“Jess serious consult with femi]y members.
The only measure Df occupational knowledge available was whether the girl
was able to state an educet1ene1 requirement for the job she se1d ehe wanLed
or whether, eonverse]y, she replied "don't know." The older the girls expected
to be at marriage, the more likely they were to eeeeiFy an educational require-
menti This was true for white girls and for bothcategories of black girTei
The pereeived rewards of en:eccupation were tapped by asking the girls
how important were eeehrofaeeven features, such as making money and helping

others, in theijob they des%red.' For white and urban black girls, the older

the expected age at marriage, the more likely they were to attach importance




-12-

to the chance for exciting and interesting work. For white girls only, the
: older théy expectéd age at marriage, the more likely were they to attach im-

portance to the JDb reward QF he1p1ng DthEF peopiei ,

occupational career is that -

It was reasoned that among the costs of an‘-
of overcoming barriers to get the ‘occupation one wants. Among urban black
; Y,
girls, the older the expected age at marriage, the less likely was not having -

enough money for, college seen as a strong barrier. to occupational achieQement,i?
but there waé no association for rural black girls. Among b]ack q1r1s, the
older the: expected age at marriage, the more race was seen as an Dccupat1ona1
barr1er,_ An ex-post-facto exp’lanat’loni not con515tent with the barrier hypothesis, _
,15 that since black gif1s wha expect to marry young a1§o éspire to 1Gwerapresti§e '
7 accupat1ans, their race, realistically, is not 11ke1y ta interfere with their i%:
WjOb p1an§ Coﬁ%15tent w1th ‘the barr1er hypothesxs, thé Tlater the ‘age at ExpE€ted o

marr1age, the less. 11ke]y were qrban b1ack girls tD see’ the nece551ty for
1eav1ﬁg family and fr1end5 as a barrier to getting a gcb tha‘twanted
i Among white girls, the older the expected age at marriagei the less
‘1ikely not encughvmohey for c911ege‘wés perceiived as a barrier to occupational ™
~“achievement.” White girls who expected to delay marriage were more likely to
§see insufficient job inFOrmatizn and their sex as barriers to geiting the job
they wanted. This could be due to the fact that they aspired to higher level .
Jobs and it is realistic to be concerned-about.their sex and Iackiof job
information.
Contrary to the barrier hypothesis, more black and white girls who
expected to delay marriage saw the lack of job opportunities in and around their
héme communit%es as a stronggbarrier;ta their occupational aspirations than
did girls who expected to marry young. .It is ue that there are fewer oppor-
tunitiés in the small towns and rural areas for the higher level jobs to which

these girls who expect to delay marriage aspire. But this would only be a

barrier if they also perceived that they could not move geographically or if
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the desire to remain jn the home community was Strong.
; . : .

B wa,

. .

The opposite eide"ot‘pccupational>5a1iency is the perqgived reward in

__the wife-homemaker only, rciei' Regpondents were asked to check any oF twenty

lpbs on a list ‘that they had recentjy peen th]nk1ng ebout fer themselves .
Checking "hpusew1f\\gn1y was e1gn1f1cant1y related to youthfu1 merr1epe Ferd
white girls and for both rura] and i;g;n black g1r1e " Responses to a scale
meeeur1ng att1tude5,toward woren working . out51de the home showed a 5tat1st1c-
ally 51gn1f1cent re]et1pneh1p with age at marr1ege p]ens for wh1te g1n]5 pn]y,
that is, the more. accept1ng the position on marriee women working puts1de the [
hpme the later the expected age at marriage, . Pert1cu1ar1y for white g1r1s,‘§

,the measures indicate support for. the hypothesis that .the greeter the per- -

ceived rewarde in the homemaker role, the-younger will be the expected age

. at marriage.

The te}t% of the various hypotheses, teken tpgetherz ere seen as

suppertiﬁ§ the'generai’hypetheEie that the lower the saliency of an occupational
“.rale in a girl's life plans, the younger will be the efected age at marriage.
Reéidentie1 Preferences ’

plans. Two items on the questionnaire dealt w1th res1dent1a1 preference It
was found that twenty percent of the urban black girls who planned to de1ay
marriage wanted to live in their present cpnmuntty or very near it as ,opposed
to </1 percent of those whc wanted to marry in their teéns. About 30 percent
ofsthe rural black girls wanted to remain in'their home community but there
was no association with ege‘et!merriage expectations. White éir]s felt very
etreng1y apput‘remeinfng fh their home communities, with 86 percent of those
it planning to marry in their'teeneiand 55 percent of those p]enning to pestpone

‘ . . +
marriage giving this response.

Where a person wants to live as an adult is part of his or her life .+
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' A secand re51dént1a1 item dea4 fith size—aFEpTacé.preferencés A
sazeab]e propart1on of both. rura1 black and wh1te girls p1ann1ng to delay

N =
Tmarr1age,m523p§§29ntxandA53 peraanthESpectluelyﬂgwantadthDAAVEJrL:heﬁcaunity

“ or in a small town. For white g1r1s, the prupart1on giving this response p

wés lower thanvthgse for girls p]ann1ng to marry at-a youthfuT age. There
’

yas no relationship between size- of-p]ace preferences and age at, marr1age

expectat1ons for urban b1ack g1r1s S A - ' . -

i/[} N ? . . - s &

| Educa}1gnaIKPlans, “

F
- 2’ . _ .
. & - . i

Nhiia;there'is'a high corre1atinn betweéﬁ Dcéupatioﬁai and educatﬁéna?'
asp1rat1an5, EPE 1ndependent effects of educat1en31 phans. Dn:age at ﬁarr1age

expéctat1oﬁs weré 1nvest1gated For. a11 three groups Tof girls; the h1gher

o tﬁe eduga i a1 asp1rat1ons at h1gh school age, the TBten thé age at’ marr1age 15!

The 'oeff1c1ent; f correlat1on (. 30) was 51gn1f1cant Qﬂ ly for white QTF]S o ;f

The re1at10n§h1p een age at marriagé expgctat1oﬁs anJ‘educat1ona1 expectasa .

t1on5—-how far in school they th1nk theg really Wﬁ11 go=-#as about thE‘sami& {‘

as that for asp1rat1sns Theﬁe was‘no consistent re1at1onsh1p between academ1c ‘

T P i i}

-
. = % Sy = =

= perfurmance in h1gh séhog1 and age at marr:age plans. _ .

N Rl R 5 - TRRDCE SR TSRS S SEES R S eraeri TN

- Smﬁﬂary of Facfbrs AFFect1ng Age ét Marr1age Expectat1on5 - :
Before turn1ng fo othEr aipEQtS of the Jife p1ans of low-income g1r]s,,
let me 5ummar1ze the F1nd1ngf w1th regard to age-at marr1age expectations

The FQ1Tow1ng background facto;s were found to be assoc1ated with age at s .

- marriage expectat1ons:

' . N 1 'B

Race - Black girls, older age at marriage expectations

Fatherfsreddcaiignrf The shigher the father's éducation, the older the

e

girl ‘expected to be at marriage RS b /e

Mother's work score - The h1ghér the mother's work score (ref1ect1ng i

full, part-time or no work outsidé the home), the o1der the g1r1 expected

¥ i L T ) = ¥ ‘7. \




_ Prestige of m@tﬁé;'s’oéc;pfliqf' The h1gher the prest1ge of the: ;

mother's occupat1on, the ongr the g1r1 expected to be at marr1age
= & = = . -
- (both_ categar1es QF black g1ris anTy) T fum;_¢,i . 1

The Fgllow1ng middle ch1}dhoad parent1ng behavior patterns were found

“to be associated with age at‘marr1agé expe;tat1gn5 .

Perception nf IGang meth%;, -A modest. réTat1ansh1p 5how1ng the more” f . .

. TOV1ng the mcthéa the later the expected age at marriage (rura] black s

LN L ]
v - . B ,»x' .- - . oy o
girls only) . - ‘ L

3

- - -
- *

Pg;ggp;jpng%F pyﬁighiﬁﬁfb@tbesr- The more.punishing the.mother, the = %
RO younger the expected age at marriage (white. giris;gnif) T

Perception of dEmaﬁd%ngf ther - The more dEmand1ng the mother, the

LT younger the expected age at marr1age (u;ban b]ack glFTS pnly)

Mother's Dccupationa1 counse]1ng - TaTk1ng w1th daughter about a "gﬁ;:

p9551b1e future job was assac1ated with later age at, marr1age (urbang;L
"’ . [ I | 7 !
’ and b1ack g1r]s nn]y) The h1gher the pres ge of m@ther s ocgfpatianal

asp1rat1on fnr daughters, the older the g1r1 expecfed to be at marr1ager
@% }1 - %
i .

(wh1te g1r15 an]y) ’ i Co ; N,

T

“Fhe f0110w1ng features of the g1r15 persona11t1es aﬁd attitudes s &t ;‘-

¥

m1dd1e ch11dhood were found to be assoc1ated with' age at marr1age expectat1ons

Self—cnncept , The better the self- Cancgpt the Tater the age at’ maFPTEQE'~
expectation (ryra] black girls only) L *‘; * , ; o G{g,; , !

“.

Occupational aspirations 'and expectations - The higher the prestige
- - ’

expected (but not desired) 6ccupatiaﬁ, the Tatek the Expected‘agesét‘
marriage (urban b]ack'gir1s ﬁnTy’, The higher the prest1ge of des1red

“occupationy the lower the expected age at marriage (wh1te 91r15 only)

—————————— f = ¥

- 7 . . . ) . i
asgiratians and EXpEEFétTOﬁS, the later the expected age at marriage R ‘

(white girls only). L .




R hig@!écﬁaa],agg,‘the following factors were found to bgffssoc¥éted e
/ witl jge at marriage expectafmns * e \ " v * ',
. ’ '9, e ,:,, P f
e - Becup&twn&%sahgpcydf#hem}aégrhaccupai‘w ona-lmsahencywt - ygung!erg“;“i}k ‘“““‘““J“’

.« ‘the expected age at marriage, °,- ' B J_-};
fResidenti§1 preférences - Desire t6 remain {n home community a§§é§iated s
. ' * .
with yohnger expected age at marr1age (wh1te aﬁd urban b1ack g1r15 cn]y) ;g?f{,‘

Educa$1ona1 asp1rat10ns and expectat1cn = The "higher the edugational -
o k . B - F . = . 8

aspirat10ns and expectatibns, the older the expected agésat marriagey

A = i

' e < :

L e

' Famx]y Size Ereferences - <

e =
A girt's fam11y s1ze preferences 1s,aﬂ 1ﬁﬁartant aspect of her T1f§ pTans; iir\’

Nh1le the sxtuatlon 15ychang1ng, éh11d care faTTs d1sprqportianate1y on the ’

‘ . " mother as opposed to the Yﬁther The more ch11dren a wo%gn has, the 1ess ' f;

Aﬁ l.*
her ab111t§ ta-cont1;Ee edgcatTOn beyand high schooi and' to pursue an occupaL :

t1ona] career. The mbre ch11dren a. wdman!has Ahe q!der she will be when '
chi1dbéaripg and the care of young ch11drengis COmp1eted and ,onsequent1y}

the more d1ff1cu1t 1t w111 be to ret a1n for an Dccupat1gna1 career.

{be Sbrpase of th1s Sch1on is to report our findlngs on backgroFﬁg

m1dd1g childhood, and ado]escengﬁfactors assnc1ated w1tb fam11y size ex-

& 3
. :

~pectations. oL, \ b

» =

iBackgrDund Factors and Fam11y Size Expg;tat1on5 . oo }

Race and rural-urban re51d§nce proved to be two 1mpgrtant batkground .
factors assoc1ated w1th fam11y saze expectat1an§ As sbdwn in Tab]e 00, rura]
white g1r]s were, the 1east likely to say-that they expEEted to have no ch11dfén :
or one child followed by ruraly b]ack g1r15 and urban b]ack g1r15 in thag order.
Fully 45 percent of the rural b]ack girls expecggg to have three or more
th1]dren, a iDﬂSidEFEbTy*h1gher propcrtlon naming th1§ family size than oF

the other two categor1es of respondents
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Another background factor investigated w@s socioecaﬁbmie stafhs. -whiTe'
{

- *the resﬁondents were all From 10w income families, it wee p0551b1e to divide

Y
[

]

*

¥s

' them 1nte h1gher eed ]Qwer eoc10econom1c categgr1es u51ng the Ho1]1ngshead

techniqueg There wa3 a teﬁdepcy for girls in the higher of the two‘low

i & &

inceme groups to have smaller family size expectatigns This was true Fgr

both urban and rura1 b]aeks but part1cu}ar1y for whitee, where it was Fbund

-J -

that 3f‘the g1r1s whu Exﬁécted no ch11dren 41 percent were. Tn the higher

group +as opposed &o 27 perceﬁt - of tﬁose who expected three or nmre ch11dren y
Hhefe was a tendency also for the gir§s expecting q&sch11dren or one child -

to come from fem111es wheﬁe the huéﬁand Father wae empTDyed while. ﬁore of the

-

\ g1r1§ expett1ng two or three or more ch11dren Eeqe from- fam111ee where he

l.v_ ]

was unemp]eyed, 'Thus, even within a low 1ncome sadp?e 1t apeeare thet expected
% .. A\ 7

H
=
4

=

faT1{yJ§1ze ver1es 1nvereely w1tﬁ SQ210ec0n0m1c stetus

Perents educetlon, wh11e pert.nf ecc1eeconcm1c “status, could be expected

L] . - f ¥

to.heve more difect 1nf1uence,en 91r1e fem11y size expeetet1cns, perhaps through-

L]

v effects on §§rls' stetus esp1retieﬂe, Mothers edueetian was positively related

ﬁ . 3
te thezr daugaier S. femlly _size. expeﬁteiinns for_white girls_and. rgrel blagk. .. i

girls but,1nv?rse1y related for urban black girls. Father's education showed
¢ - . . s .
no féiéfienehip for white -and urban black girls but was positively related with
- 4

. femi]yéeize expectations for rural black girls with a coefficient of correlation

- of 17, %ignffieant at the .07 level.

Previous research has investigated the relationship between size of family

of orientation and one's expected family size. One general hypmthesis is that
experience with a certain division of Jabor within the family and a certain nuﬁper
of. family roles leads one to view these things as normal and desirable which, in

turn, 1eedsicne to repeat the arrangement. in his or her family of procreation.

In the present'stuéy,’there was no relationship between the number of people in




- - r T . 7 :
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the househon and girls® expected family size. ‘Simi]er1y, there was rio relation-

ship between 51ze of nueleer family, whethegﬁzr net they were all et111 TQV1ng

- ﬁ“ﬁemej“end“tﬁe“gtriie "Expected” fapiTy e}ze4,whetﬁer white, rural black, or
. i )

urban black. : 5 C .

a
- i
= H

Another family etructure ver1ab1e of theoretical importance is whether the .

reependent was 11V1ngf3n a father -present or in a mother -only househofza Almost
LY !'\
, a]] of the whlte g1r1e were 11V1ng in a’ mother- father househol? 5o the tendency

for this to be essoeteted WTﬁ£S1QWEF family 51§§ expectat1on5 mey not be ‘too

-

1mportent Among rural b1aek girils, 11u1ng with both parents»was’ assecieted with

larger feijy size exeectet1one and e 51m11er, e]though much weaker, preve11ed B

for urban black .girls.- - : | . { - Y

Nhether or net a g1r1 s mother 15 emp]oyed eute1de the ‘home could be EXpEEtEd

®

—————teaheee—eﬂ—+ﬁt%eEﬁ*e—eﬁ—tte—gtf%*e—+*fe—ﬁ%Eﬁe———*—Wﬁ”j ng T

,‘er—shean—eerve_aff.‘ '
a role model showing what can be done and, -perhaps, what should be done. Among

white girls in the present etUdy, more of the girls who expected to have three

or more children had mothers who were emplyed full-time outside the home, but

it

the re13tionehip was, not. st}ong _The opposite re]et1oneh1p was_found for both

. rural and urban bTaek girls, that 15, the girls whose mothers were emplpyed full-

time DUtSTde the hemg were more likely to expect to heve no eh13dren er one ‘

child. Hhere the mother was a housewife only, the black girls were more likely

to say that they expected to have two or three or more children. The relation-
ship was particularly noticeable among the rural b]eek girls. Fourteen pefeent
ef those exeeetingiﬁe children had a mother who was a housewife only whiierthie l
was true of 44% of those expecting three or more children.
Middle Childhood Factors

&1eer1y} a girl does not first think about how many children eheiexpecte
someday to have as she approaches high school graduation. The family size
expectation she states as a Jate teenager eresuqeb1y has been the subject of

Q. ’ | .23 .




" a host of developmental influences in her family, among peers, and at school.

Presuﬁab[} also, her thgﬁghts on .the number of chi1df&§£§be would like or

'3

PR Sge—--

. éXﬁéété'fO'ﬁéVElwéFggﬁét'isdlatéd fiiom other agpects of her pTanms such ég' R
age at*ﬁar%iage and an occupational role, In this sectian‘we'ingéstigéte o,
im1ddle Cﬁi]thQd factors that may.-be re1ated*ta fam11y size expectations.

i Part1cu1ar attent1on is given to ideas on occupat10n and education among the

"f1fth and 51xth gradérs and how they relate, to how the QTF1S as h1gh school . '
sen1ors orgun1orssay!they feel about expected family size. A numbé; of other

T variables @e§§uréd:ﬁ@ middieichi?ﬁhoad‘aré_agsa iﬁ}esgigated.Fcr their rela-

- Eﬁaﬁéhiﬁvwith'fémff&,sizé”expegtaticnsf; ) ﬂi - Ty

*Dccupat1ona1 Plans _ - 7 t

The f1Fth and sixth grade ¢irls were asked whether they had ever thought

‘*“_aBUUt‘E‘jEE‘tHEy_nghtfﬁave—Tﬁ—tﬁé*FﬁtU?éF_ﬁhatfjﬂb—tnéy—ﬁaﬁiﬂ—?eaiay Tike to
have and what job they realistically expected to have. They weregaisg;asked
to which of a numbe;'of spe;i?ié persons, if any, they ﬁad talked to about
_their/ﬂccupafiana1 plahs. Taken.tggéther; these ftems can tél;;gs a Tot about -

{Tthe.ntcupat1onal +thinking of F1fth and sixth grade @irls. f,,i;
. A
X For white g1r15,,there was a s1gn1f1cant inverse re1at1gn5h1p between

thinking abaut a JDb in the future and the expected size of the family. *For:
both urban black g1ri§iand white girls, the higher the prestige of the'occu--
pation one Qou1d really like to have, the smaller the expected family size.

The same relationship he]& for expected DCEupétiQ% and expected family size.
Rural black girls showed a positive refationship between prestige of occupational
desire and expeétations;and famii; size expectations. Perhaps this was due

to the§1argé size exbgétQtions of rural.black girls and ;he fact that their

&

occupational choices did not cover a wide prestige range.

"
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Eor all three cétégories&of girls, na% talking to mother about an occu-

pétion the girl might ve‘was associated with 1argg fam1]y s12e expegtat1ons

Th15 was a highly sagn1f1cant factor among rural black g1r1§ with a coeff1c1ent
- of correlation oF .40. For thtE girls ‘and far urban b1ack girls the cof®ficients
| were ‘aéfand .15 respe:tiveTy, Not talking to ?gthér about oﬁe‘é occupation
was related to Targe fam11y s1ze expectat1ons but only for urban black girls,
wh1le not ta1k1ng to o]der 51b11ng was assgclated with large fam11y size ex-
pectations for white girls and for urban blﬂck g1r13 A1l these .associations
A were sygnafiﬁant-at the .05 Yeével. The-respans§ that the giri had talked td
o ;gﬁppune about’aéjbb ghe might have was éssociatedrwffh Targer Fémi]j_size éipe¢=
tations., It was stat1st1ca11y 51gﬁ1F1cant onTy for the ruradl black g1r15

probab1y because most of the girls have talked to someone. v

—=——Taken together, these Tindings seem qu1te important. They shnw that as

early as the fifth and sixth grade g1r1s are th1nk1ng about an occupat1cn they

mlght pursue. Sume have higher asp1rat1on5 than others and some talk about .

their occupational goals with their mothers and other peup1er In génera1, those
glrls wha _have higher_ asg;?atxans and. wha talk.about their goals later will state. ...

sma11er family size expectations.

Educational Plans
- A parallel ana]ysis was made of the educational goals of the ﬁif%h and
Sfxth grade girls. There was no relationship between educationai.aspifations'

: or expectations and Fami1y!size exéeétatigns. - Apparently, girls of this age
cbmpa}tmEﬁtaTize their thinking about their occupationa1 and éducatiénaT goals..
There was a tendency for not ta1k1ng to anyone abaut educat1ona? p1ans to be
assoc1ated w1th larger fam11y size expectat1nns but it was 5tat15t1ca11y 519—

n1F1cant on]y for white g1r15 AttTtudes toward school and studying showed

*
-
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Adolescent Factors Asébciated with Family SizeaExpect;tions

t

In fﬁ1s sect10n data are reparted on various aspgcts oF educat1cna] and

Dccupat1ona1 plans. as measured at ad&i&scenae, and their re1at10nsh1ps to .

famv}y gize expectations measured at the same. point in time. One g€neral
; L , ) °

exp]anatary‘zg2ceptfis occupational saliency which refers to how central a

p1ace an oceupation has in a g1r1 s life p1ans The géneral hypothésis s o
" that the 1arger ‘the fam11y 51ze preference the Tower w111 be the ‘salience QF
an occupat1onaT ra]e A number Df spec1f1c hypotheses can be stated to test

this re1at1on5h1p _ ; _ - , .

Prest1aé of De51red Dccupat1an _ T

“while 1t is pgss1b1e to want many7¢h11dren and s1mu1taneaus1y aspire ta

a h1gh level Dccupat1un, it is hypgthes1zed the 1arger the number of ch11dren

"a girl expects to have, thel1gwer will be the prest1ge of the accupation to
~
- which she aspires An item on the questlonnafre asked what kind of job the

‘;
rESpondent expected to haVe in the future. The score on Duncan’ s. Socioeconomic.

Index is used as the indicator of @écupatiéna} prestige (Reiss, 1961). For

~=-—urban-black-and rural white girls the findings were in the anticipated divection

but for rural black girls there was a positive correlation (.30, significant

beyond .01 level) ind?ﬁ%ting that.the more children a gif1.expected the higher

was the prestige of her expected occupation. . T
¥
Seriousness of Occupational Plans : : .

Amgng!gir1slwhg stated a preference Fo;'a job, some ‘have thought about
1t a while, have talked to others about 1t and have at Jeast a mental strategy
for achieving their goa1, SZhers. wh1ﬂe stating an Dccupat1ona1 cha1ce, have '
g1ven less thought to the mattér Th1s d1fference among girls is canceptua11zed
as ser1cu5ﬁe55 of Dccupat1anaT plans. It is hypath551zed that the 1arger the

fam11y's1ze preference, the less sérious-are a girl*s occupational p]ans

- : : S :




Anmjtem.anﬂthe,quest;annaxre asked “Have ycu ever thaught abggtﬁwhat k)nd e

| - gof Jﬁ yam nnght have in the future?" PDSSTb]E respnnses were "Yes, a Tut "

“Yes, a little,i and “Ha," sccred fram 1 tﬂ 3 respe¢t1ve1y 7 For aIl categor1es

,,1 - = R = = -

féta the hypath351s, thé more ch11dren girT Wanted the mure she had thaught

ﬁ"

— ,,;,7,, e

STRER

-that=she-would- statt:eﬁ;:sﬁgtaﬂ:rrepgm ng—————
- QEV" _

: ﬁfar, in a yéar or th wuqu suggést a 1ack QF ser1DusnEss af purpase PR

E Amnng white g1r15 the mqre Eh11dren a girl wanted the 1255 11keiy she. |
.r f =

was“iﬂnsay“thatmshe had- ta?ked wi-th-her- mﬂthEF;“hEF father, anuo1der~s1b1ﬂng,

,A,: “or-a teacger'abnut her futue Jﬂbh ~The ceefficfent of corre1at1uﬂ was s1gn1f1cant

,:f”azted Wthe}mazagl;keiv thn

was to §ay that she had ta1ked to her mﬂther father, other re1at1ve, teacher,.

—raduttfriend amt s 408 mat® about Hev future job,' The coefficient of tarrgiaf?aﬁ B

R
B

far the Tast named re1at1on5h1p was -.22, 51gn1f1cant at tbe .04 Tevel the

o rema1n1ng cnrreTatlcns were not s1gn1f1cant _.{ 

'Fa

-
ruraT b1ack girls, the findings are m1xed Ta]k1ng w1th mother,

w1

' adu1t fr1end or ne1ghbgr, and the general categary "somecne e]se“ were in ‘the

hypcthes1zed d1rect1an w1th the Iarger the exnected f;u;Ji
T1ke]y were these;gonversat1ons about future Jﬂb repgrted Talk1ng with . !

atu1t Fr1end Qr ne1ghbor, as_ a. matter of fact, shawed the 5trengest,relat1nns .

e - 5 ..
' 43’ 51gn1f1cant beycnd the 01 1eve1 Ta]k1ng to "Scmeone eTse"'was a]sg 7

e e




;,ehlghlyrSIQﬂjfteant (Tefw-33) ggﬂever,-telking_tn father, ather.rela;:vesewwe;ﬁee%%;

teacﬁers, and age” mates wh11e ﬂﬂt 51gn1f1cant1y re]eted te fem11y1e1ee ~ ; &

- ezpeetatiens. tended te be 1n the dlrect1nn eentrary te that hypethes1zed.t -

,1eIn genereT Hhi]e the referent persens Here d{fferent teTking ebeut the_L ;,f e

1ze or femlly Tor Fural Wﬁ‘fe ene rurel bTack g1rlsi» 1n15 15 cen—

j;t the idea that those Wﬁﬂ EFE(SETTUUS about werktﬁg eute1de ‘the

home w111 beth ta1k abnut their occupat1ena1 plans :and will have fﬁm11y size

DAS £ j',:uliheﬂeeklnggnuisﬁdex 18-
PR Ll S
L. .was net feund ameng urban b]aek girls :

5@%5?”%¥%¥5%§h15%9§§i35,%;%feeeifz

Anether d1mene1en of 5er1oueﬁess o?igceupationa1 pians is that ccnceptua11zed -

gmi?m_asmne:upaiennal_knewledgeiujIt‘;s,reesened that.gzcls who.-have-considerable

- “¥-~eeeupat1nnal knew]edge ‘are more- interested 1n an eecupet1en and that g1r15 e e e

7lrw1th meager geEupaE1oneI know1edge ere more 1nterested in ether espects ef thETF :”¥i<,

- 1ife plans, such as merr1age .and hev1ng children. - It was therefore hypethes1zed

that t the 1eﬁger the exgeeted Fem1]y size, the lower wou1d be the q1r1 s knnw1edqe

of the eecupat1en “she etates she wou]d Tike te pursue.

n5~1ﬂd1ceted prev1ous1y,Aene weyseeeupetteﬂei knewledgehwas measured —if

the present'study was through an 1tem which esks hew far one has te=ge in

schoéT“te get” the'E1nd of‘JQB “the respendént sa1d sHe wented “”RespendentS' » =7
were classified as those whe 5pee1f1ed ‘some educatlena1 requ1rement and-
- these who replied that they did not know the requirement.

Over ninety percent of rural black girls specified some edicational

requirement and of theee Whe did not there was. no reiatienehip with family

51ze preference Among urben b]ack g1r15 there was a teﬁdency fer those

fnEed—twe—er—ehree—er—mere—ehr}dreﬁ*%eieey—thet—t': ~did-

rt—know-the——————




K

fhat it Hﬁuid beiggrthuhtle ta deve]ap a mnre refxned methad af méasuring, V ifff

3 ;;Eduﬁationai Fequirements and A mpre camprehEHSIVE,mEthod Qf n;ggpat1ngal

i ; S the rewards and castsrof

nccupat1anal ra1e would

’ %,7 be w:]]ing tﬂ restr1ct the number;pf_gﬁ1]dren“;hey;ﬁculdnhavgu]n GFdEEmIﬂ

. achieve their accupat1gna1 goal. =~ N

Résaandents were asE”E wh1ch af s1x Féatures, such as- the chance far

exc1t1ng or 1nteresting work and the chan:e fcr he1p1ng cther peap?e were

" Was

more ]1kely to be.Judged extreme?y 1mpgrtant by thgse g1r1s who did not

FE

7- ED s1qn1f1cant at D6 1eve1) Amﬂng R

m“?tfexpect tg have any ch11dreﬁ (r

“&

- ,the girl ‘was to respond that steady eﬁployment was an extremely %mpartant
Jjob feature (r = 24, 51gn1f1cant at .03 Teve1) This was the onTy job.

2 'feature in wh1ch there was a 51gn1f1cant d1ffefence 1n eva1uat1an by family

' QE‘EIFE;LaLlun;”'"}”’”J”” e =

-For.white girls, :the picture was entire]y d1fferenti The larger the

&

'W”ft””expected fam11y size, the less importance was attached t&=any of the gab S e

attribqtes For the rewards af making a=19t of maney, becom1ng an 1mpartant o -

person, and 1n;axziting and 1nteres¢1ngrwork, the*ﬁorﬁéiat1gns were signi-

29




_ ‘L cme tﬂ he‘lp ather peap]e, and to be one's awn bﬂSS t:he ﬁgrreiatmns appmached
. E

- ﬂgﬂtﬁcance.' There 15 thus suappart, ﬁ)r wh1te gjr’ls ﬁ:n* the hypﬂtheas that

~ the ’lar‘ger the expected family slze, the 1&55 V'hke'[y they would-be to see-

rewardz in the Qccupatmna‘l rc’le The Tack D‘F Suppﬂr‘t amng ‘black gzﬂs*may e

be due ta the fact that mt:st of them," regard]ess af f’amﬂ_y size expeci: it' i:ﬁs, ‘

rg}hze that they mﬁ have to work auts*nde the hame

A common cost- D‘F an g:cupatmna’l' career, and parE‘n:u’lar'ly occupational S .

_munity. It is reasoned that girls who see an occupation as having a centfal

- place in their lives WQqu bé more. willing than other girls to move away

m——mfﬁmmthm mﬂmm t1 es:

w

For rura] black gu-‘is the TEPQEF ‘the expetté& *Famﬂ,y s1ze, ‘the more— e

i ' o
home community, and the 'Iess 11ke’ly she responded that she would like to

live in a diff@%ﬂ;@um j;Ed Sgi tes. The [‘:EP'F‘F"H“TETI’E ﬁfiﬂﬂl"l‘é];at%ﬂﬂ

was - .23, 51§E'jf1cant at the .05 'leve’l " This pattern, however, was not

“found amng “the urban blacks.” White girls,-all of wham ‘were ruraly exhﬂ:nted“ R —

the same pattern as rural b’lacks, the ’larger the/ expected family 5123, the .

less the wﬂhngness to ’leave the home corrmun,:ty Fm‘ rural g'lﬂs DF bath

races, therefore, those for whom ‘chﬂdbearmg seemed more central in t,he*n"

A ¢
# Hves want to remain in their home cmmumt_y whﬂe thase for an accupat‘lon

A second residential preference question appeared on the questionnaire,

2 .this one dealing with the si’zenf‘ the plax‘:é in which theggierouH liketo .-

live i”riwth’éﬁ?ﬁﬁé Th15 was Fcund 71';13 be- 1mportant an]y Far white gn"is amcmg

wham it was Found that the Targer the expécted Fam11y size the sma1ler the




ffiévéﬁ) Ihe Family-ariented 91r1 thus wants tn*stay arﬂund home ID a small |

-5-:muant-ﬁgrch11drEﬂ or one ch1]d. Respondents were asked to check any of

~twenty _jobs that they had recently been th]ﬂk1ng about for themselves. Dﬁi?”"Jz*
.una_muiuanty<perzent.nfu;heurural black-girls-ehecked— housew1fe~ﬁn1y“ﬁandlthere=m=«m—“wmw“

was little.relationship between Fam1§y §1ze preference and th1s fespanse

~For urban black QTF1S 'ihere was a. strﬂng re]at1ﬁn5h1p w1th the more ch11d-

ren Sigir] wanted the more like]y she was to saz»that she cons1dered the I

LT T L, T T L T T
SWRT

~beyond the .01 ievei Hane Qf the urban black g1r15 who wanted no th11dren4:

OF Onily one « cﬁ d wanted anly to be a housew1fe, wnile thirty-seven percent

" of those who expected three or more ch11dren gave thTS respense Hh1te

1
“: i, .

il
ki
i

g1r1s wha wanted two, three ar more ch11dren were more 11ke1y ta say that

they had cgnsidered being a housewtfe onTy than wére. thuse whg wanted no

children aﬁ%ane ch11d, but relaxion§h1p was nctﬁstat15t1ca1]y,signjficant!

Edhcatiaﬁa? Factﬁrs

Even for wamen hav1ng ch17dren and pur5u1ng an education are not 1ntr1n-

- woman- had, the less 1ikely w@u]d she be ab?e tQ retufn~to schaeT - Women cau]d- L

_of course, have high qucatinnai asp1rat1ans, rea;hﬁtheir gaals. and then-have lrahrWA

wommms s maims smmedel mecsis mm izl sms ol soazlie B i Sl mlsiimaa == iiiiome a3 mmimmce
: :i‘eu"‘»
e L] %




;::ﬁf1dren““uhf%h impifeS“a“prinr1ty‘ﬁithin‘th51r‘11fé pTans“““ane nauTﬂ expect

thase whn ntTDH this pattern uuu1d not expect tn have many ch1idren for their

eahehavaar suggésts that gettiﬂgran educat#an is ﬂfgﬁsre impartaﬁcé thaﬁxhaysng~v~ff'>fi

>*The generai hypath251s 15 th&i the mare lmpgrtance tmatvls attached

'.jft&leducat1on, the ]auer wiii be tng expected number QF £h?]dTEﬂ Impcrtance of

educat19n 15 Qperat1gna11zed in terms Bf de51red educat1an expected educatlan, N

serlnusness af eduaat1cnai p1ans, atademlc attxtudes, and schﬂnl grades.

Educatiana? Aspvrat1ﬂn%tand Expeztat1uns

'ﬁ;'”"’ “Educational asp1rat10ns were “measured by a Questlﬂﬂ asklng the QTTTS ﬁEw T

»vw=--farwthey would- really. -1ike-to-go-in-school-if- they had‘thezr ﬁhanee,v@Respansesrvh;u_“

A;a;'

were caded from 1 to 5 for 31ghth grade to education beygndital1ege respectwve!y

There was a para11e1 quest1un for how far they felt they rea11y wouIH gﬂ 1n :'? —

, schgal, _

the. lower were the educational aspirations and expectations. Neither relationship,

ﬁbwewer, was Stat1st1c311y 51gﬁﬁf1caﬁt— Similar, but strangerAreLation§h1ps

- were faund fnr urban b]ack gir1s with a caeff1c1ent of currelatian Df -.21,

j,

xi 51gn1f1cant at the .06 leve1, ‘between expected fanﬁ?y 51ze and des1red ?eve1 af o

~ educatfon and -.14 for expe;tgd 12ve1 of education. With rurai black girls,

however; the case was entirely different. A positive correlation of .25,
. significant beyaﬁd!the .05 Tevel, "was found betweegﬁexpected family size ‘and
des1red educat1an and onée af .38, 51gn1f1cant beyand the - G] ]ével was found

=

- ,fTﬁg‘ﬁﬁ“é‘ETﬁ?‘Tﬂ”§f'fﬁ§ T1nd1ngs. B AT

nﬂted that 45% nf the rural b1ack girls who expect to have three or more ch11dren

EY

EISQ exﬁe¢t at Teast ta finish ca]iege Nﬂﬂe GF the QTFTS WhD Expecteﬁ ta have ™ "%

1 - no chi1dren expect t& finxsh co]1ege and 20 and @éﬂ Qf thgse wha é;pect to have ﬁ_;:j,

one or two children respect1veiy expect to finish college. These f1nd1ng§>arer
o PR o e T

e =t Eemis e mEe it miman o L . inmaaiic = S -




%

f interpret_

e Fs

3 ,cﬁme, rura? bTacks but high eduaatinnai aéh1evemeut is not. Thus, HEfneed to

iéshiid ﬁet ha?e nnt‘cnng?ed this with a“d351re for educat1an beyand high Schﬂﬂi

e [ R

ngh fer‘tihty 15 tf’aﬂitiﬁnaﬂyﬁngmtewe amng o

_¥We. aggg need tc expia1n why 45% Df the rural’ b?ack girTg&have retazned trad1= .

s’\
-~t1ﬂn31 h?gh fert111ty;values but super1mpased un them a d251£e Fgr h1gher .-

EdUEatIOﬁ_ o4 i e

’ SeﬁfbuSnes§:: fEdutaticnaT Plans e

In:part “the seriausness of edusatiuna] plans gan be- Inferred frum the

Jnxmmmlrelatinnthap betweenAd251?ed and—expected»educatacna?mleve1s a?It\ﬁasareasened-wsmzmT

. aIsu, that ta1kﬂng about one sgeducatlonai plans is alsg an indication of

A$EP1GUSDESS gf 1ntent1ons and d351res Amang uhfte girTs, the Iarger the

Y 3

R - . - g

expegted fam11;g;1334 the more 11ke}g §he_g1r1 Was. te say t that she _had nat

only the_caefficientvfcr talking with father was statist§§a11} significént.

For no ﬂtbér person, such as sibling, adult"Friend. or teéchér, was there a

re1at1nnsh1p betueen expécted fam11y 51ze and ta1k1ng abcut educat1nna1 p]ans

o -

Fsr urban black g1r1s, t31k1ng to mother or f‘ather about schoo] p*ia:ns shgwed

_no re?§t10n5h1p to ‘expected family size. There was a modest relatidnship, but

. in thé wrong direction between talking tD a sibling or another relative about
&

AFDrﬂruréIerack g?f]S;ﬁta1kiﬂ§ w1tﬁ,mgther or an adu1t friend abaut»schoc]_slans

';*wéé"ééébéiaiéd'w1th'ékaEting smaiier Family sizes. The coefficients of corre-

13t1ﬁn were .24 and .22, bath s1gn1f1cant beyord the .05 1eve1

Academ1c Att1tUd§S 7"” o o f?;{

It cap_be reasoned that QIT]S who are pr1mar}1y 1nterested in haV1ng ch11dren o

- wgu1d not be too 1nterested 1n schac1 aﬁd would not d1SpTay Favorah1e academic

~attitudes. This would Tead to the hypothe%is that the 1arger ‘the expected Family o

E3




”‘““”STZE“‘the pﬂd?er'ﬁuuld‘be the acadewﬁC“attitﬁdesf“‘Itéms*frnm the ETdé?iAéademic ==

i .
‘»Hntivatlan s;a1e were used to mgasureg§tudy habits and attitudes tﬂwafd séhﬂ,i

Here'fuuni ta be reTated to the expectat1an QF smail fam11y sfzes, The caeff1c1ent

: Qf Eﬂrrelat1an fﬁr tfy1ng to dﬂ schng1 wark was IQ 51gn1F1cant beyand the D1

Ievei the Ethér twn EGéff1E1EﬂtS appraa:hed s1gn1ficance o ?g‘

m-»Far urban bTack gir?s there was a Fair]y cnns1stent pattern between haVlng ,

"favarab1e academic atfitudes and expecting to have a 5ma]1 number of children.

xfm;zéstatiﬂgfanwiﬂtéféitwiﬂmSEhﬁQLithyiﬂgmtﬂjQétwgﬁﬂﬂ~§Tad35§f5tﬂdy3Dgﬁﬂrmféaﬂiﬂgawfww%mhmw

" at home, finishing homework;, wanting to Eﬁm§~tD'SEhDDT trying to do schaai-wark"

even when sick,' and want1ng to ccme back ta school after summer g§c3t1on were 311 EV

; reTSEed tc lgw famlly size xpe:tat1cns ,Dnly the caeff1c1ent cf EDFTE]EtlDﬂ

Rural b1a¢k gir1s showed an 1nc®n513tent pattern for expected famlly size

and att1tudes taward schaol Une 1tem, f1n1sh1ng 3551gned Schgal WorK snawed a

5§aeffic1ent ﬂf carre?atinn of 24, s1gn1f1cant beyand the 05 1eve1, 1nd1cat1ng

o that"iower fam1?y expEctat1ens were associated with favarab1e sahogl att_%ude

Angther item agree1ng tﬁat she wcu?d come to schee? 1f she had her way, shcwed

a coefficient of -.25, sign1f1cant beyand the .05 1eve1, 1nd1cating that Targer

fami}yESIZe expectations. were a$iozlgted-w1th liking to come to school..

School Grades

’WA"téét'waé’ﬁédé”éf7thé{EélaiiéhShip"bét&éehwheﬁtaT'abilliy, as measured .
by the Otis Test of Mental Ab111ty, and Fami1y s#ze expectations.. There wa% a

7very siight pasitive relatfonship. This suggests, then, that any d1fférences éf7'~”;%;

_in school. nerformances and family sizé expectat1on3 a@ong the girls can be ;fi. R

”“accaunted for by mat1vatian, wi]11ngness to study‘ regu1ar1ty of attendance 7 \ )




S s o o

“f“““““and'simita?“factaréil?atﬁe?“than by*ﬁénia1 ab¥11ty ~ Sehool pEffﬁﬁBaﬂCE wWas

measured by a se]f-repart of grades earned durtng thgkcurrent year, Hith

'z-:hﬂiges rangingrfrna mﬂstfy ‘As'to mostly Ds ﬂr-Fs.- It was- reasaned that

emphasis on the materna] rcie Hﬂutd have a negative 1mpa:t‘an schao! per— : ;:""fif

funﬂance and, thus, the larger.tﬁé expected Fam11x75122 the Tawer*the_grades R

= f S

earned durlng the current year

; ‘ Fart¥=three percent . nf the urban b?ack girTS reparted getting mastIy Bs

- and 42 pergent said they 90t<ﬂﬁst1y Cs. SEVEﬂty percent of the g1r15 expectlng =

fﬁﬁ: to have o Ch11dr2" “reported mast1y‘Bs as did 68 DF thase expecting one child, .
~-~---35-percent -for- two- children,-and 29-percent-for-those expecting- three or-more —-=-—s=

children. The only g1r15 who reported rec11n1ng-mnst1y E§%§?3Fs were those

bt =

. whe expected to have a Fam11y S}ZE af two onr. larger* Eett1ng gcad grade;,

) th&; 15, mcst]y Bs, is c?ear]y asscc:ated w1th the expectat1on fur no. ch11dren

mostly - B§f Thetemyas a ;1jght ﬁégative 355961at10n; that is, th

expected family size the better the grades.
" Reviewing the various educational factors, it is noted that educational

iaspiratiﬂns'and expectations were related to fami1} size expections for white

‘**’***Hﬁﬁ“uft@?ﬁtﬁEﬁﬂf@ﬁ?ﬂsiiserfnngﬁésgsaﬁunt’EﬂBcatfﬁﬁafvpiaﬁs=szg’tappé6 by

taik1ngzabout such plans, w§? re1ated for white and rural black girls, aca-

":*Vdemic mntivatian Was re]atgd Far wh1te and urban b]ack gf?ls whlle §rades Coo e

were | re]ated ta fami1y sizé fcr urban biack gir1s Th1§ is 1nterpreted ‘as

. mi1d suppart for the pas1t1on that thEFé is a reTationsh1p betweén two aspects

ﬁ

—of" gir?s' 1i1fe-plans, their educational goa?s and their fami?y'size goa?s i“:i;*"

",:zéEg,, i




B The differenzes :ﬁ'Fam}]y xpectatlnns GF the 16w-1ncame gzéﬂs can be f;f, .

= hs{m:aﬁ(mﬂa;ﬂ ﬂﬂl - B il * : - e ——— . == R f— i-fﬁ, 77‘ -

Tawer'5@c1aecongm1c status,1

B o mam Srteas T i £ e cermin S mm T CE amotemd e T ek e ST T S W TR AN S 4 TS R TRt e R T T R T

- father unempiayed

Ea

u§

Ti!lﬂguﬂlihubﬂthupaEEBZS

~-T. —~ . mother housewife only {black only) - - - e

: mdme Ehﬂdhcgd Factors

had .not thought about future JDb (wh1te only)

lnwer prestige of desired and expected occupation (white and urban

black arﬁ'y)i

4|

- not- taik}ﬂg to-parents-or others-about- fUtﬂrE’JQb‘““““f“”f”'w’m""" —

S e e

“Tower” prest1ge GF desired occupation (urban” b1ack “and white ‘only) ™
not talking with parents and others about Fﬂiure job (Pural b1ackf:

, - and white an]y)

not knowing educatigna] requirements af desired JDb o mi”,m,




WAl iiawer educatignal asp1rations and expectat1gns (HhTtE and urban ;?5,;2°'”
L TR T : .
: : o b]ack unly) 2 -

- - unfavorable attitudes tﬂaayé schaél'?hdzstudying R O,

gett1ng poor grades in h1gh schaaT (urban b?ack Qn1y)

Thraughuut thTS paper we haveftfpgrted on the assoc1at1an cf numerous

, variab]es w1th twu 1mpnrtant aspects of the life pians of girls, the1r expected

age at marrlage and their expected fam11y s1zeir Because of the pauc1ty af '

' _research attention to the }ife plans. aF rural youth, blacks, and femaies, the

‘investﬁgatian cf expTanatary‘variabies—has-been—amettEde braad—f—The—ﬂ,’

. step, c]ear]y, is tn ana1yze the data furEhEP in an effart ta 1salate the

. most important factors related to age at marriage and family s1ze expectatians.

10thér5 may want to pursue further those factors such as accupat1onai and L

edu;atinnalmattitudas~that prasumab]y tﬂu]d bemmanjpulated t@ reduce fam1ly
size expectat1ans or to raise age at marr1age expegtatigns. Still-nthers

—44—%~may ‘want-to- 1nvest1gate add#t1ona?=factar51*such—as dat1ng, TDVE, and.sex--

experien;es Hhateve: the spec1fic emphasas, it is hoped that the report nf
the present résearch will encuurage add1t15na1 work on the life p1ans of 1uw-

- income girls..
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